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CoMwater  BefQrmed.  Giiurch 

'.^/heeler  in  the  farev/c:         his'histfsiy"  says  he  hopes-  to 
^.,^,.,.,•1  ^v,,..  ,„,...       .         -tu^ent,tQ  the  stiitesman  and  ta 

thij  yiutii,  ana  it       hapeci  that  the  haok  may  he  Is^oked  into 
/uninteresting  as  reooras  ana  statistics  raa^,^  he  to  thera/  ^-y  -he 

fairer       t  i  Jf  c^--^-  --n,"    I  predict  that  his  wishes  have  com© 

true,  Tqt  the  fairer  sex  sre  today  jreatly  interested  in  perpet- 
uating the  deeds  -^f  their  ancestors. 

Gutzwii  ~.  •  - i;^-.^- 1^ -  "Southern  wgmen  are 

the  real  preservers  «f  the  legends,  dee^.s  and  exploits  af  their 
fathers,  their  &Qns  and  their  hushands. " 

Bev. v;.'\^ -'te  vvho  exainixiod  oijr  hi£t©iyv/^ith  q,  laudahle 
care  /and  wha  w& :  .i.tiv©  and  resident  another  State/  was 
compelled  to  say  that  -"Men  will  not  he  fully  ahle  to  i^n^'^'^st^n^ 

^  :y-:^li:"r  till  they  h'lve  opened  the  treasures  of  History  and 
hecome  familiar  with  the  d^infis  of  her  sons  previous  to  the 
devolution  and  durir--  that  powerful  stru-  '^o."  "Then  \::,1"^  'T^rV^- 
C.-;.rolr^' h?  respected  ...       -  •„  known, "  Tq  this  I  want  to  add, 
that  when  this  history  is  written  that  that  part  of  Mecklenhur-s 
County  which  i-       /  Caharrus  will  contrihute  a  1 --r  , 
f^/ing  pprt  "  recor'\      •   ::rO;jram  ha  a  heon  desi^^ned  •  -ke 

us  "Caharrus"  consious  an^  hefore  the  p^qb©  of  the  season  we  hope 
our  aims  will  have  heen  accorripiished  f^r  ho^ronr^  er^^^^^ctatio^^s. 

The  n"^:;.t  positive  date  of  the  existence  of  a  church 
called  "CoMwater"  is  tal^en  from  the  Shi nn  f family  hook,  in  i^iich 
is  recordet  the  marria^^e  of  silaV  Bhinj-  .     Overc;ish, who 

were  married  in  the      '  Ooldwater  Ghurch  in  1766, hy  the  Reverend 
Samuel  Suther.  Just  when  the  P.e v.  Samuel  Suther  carae  t®  America  is 
not  stated  hut  we  have  the  information  that  he  viisLii,  horn  in  DTitz- 
er^n:-^^  -ay  is  l7^o         -       bept.28  1788,  His  father, mother 


tv/elve  "brothers.  aiTc!  sisters  all  ifter  leaviiij^  thei,r  iiorae  in 

Switzerland  and  lDef@re  they  arrived  in  America, 

GQY,TTirQn  in  his  Journal  A'/heelers  N.C .  Sketches,  Series 
III,. pas©  11. Reprint/  recor^'^s  that  he  heard  the  "Rev. Mr, Luther,  a 
Dutch  minister  preach  ©n  Sunday,  July  21  1768.  We  should  n©t  creciit 
the  mistsi<:e  in  the  name  to  Gev.Tryan  "but  tQ  the  copyi st,  "because 
the  letter  "L"  and  "S"  are  often  nistaxen  far  each  other,  anr'^  - 
know  that  the  name  is  "Suther"  an^  c'escentdants  of  the  "Rev.LIr. 
Suther  are  residents  of  Caharrus  tO'^^ay.  VJe  "believe  that  he  v;as 
the  first  re^ailar  pastor  of  this  ch^jrch  "but  there  was  pro"ba"bly  a 
c@n^^re .Ration  there  muah  esj'lier  as  v/e  know  some  of  the  memhers  of 
this  con  re-^atiQn  csane  to  this  section  as  earlj;-  as  175^^. 

There  is  still  in  existence  an  oM  graveyard  with  a  few 
leiiilDly  marked  tpraves  "belon^^iing  to  this  church,  Gov.Tryan  m.ust 
have  "been  favoralDlj^  impressied  hy  the  intelli'-'pnc^  -.n^  sincerity 
9f  the  P.ev,l\/lr,  Suther  for  he  ordered  him  to  accoiapvsny  the  troops, 
and  preach  to  them,  during  the  "Regulator  trouhle.  He  ohe^.^ed  this 
command  hut  he  was  not  in  s-ymp'-^thj,^  v/ith  the  men  ..  .  >  were  foment - 
in;2  this  trou"ble,  2,nd  he  preached  a^^ain^t  them  fis^htinji  their 
nei'^^hlDors.  lifhen  America  rieclare^  her  independence,  he  was  a  leader 
and  devoted  patriot,  and  m-^.riy  in  his  con-rp^esation  -Toro  -prominent 
and  gallant  soldiers  who  served  in  the  army  under  v/ashington  and 
in  the  State  Mlitia. 

Some  of  Vr^p  name  a  f;imiliar  in  the  history  of  the  earljr 
ch^jrch  and  still  in  exi  stence,  althou:^h  their  nj?jnes  have  ;;:one 
throUiijh  some  chani!;es  in  spelling,  are  Pfeiffer,]Jisenheimer,  Klein, 
vfalter,  Walcher,  Mitchler,  Bernharrlt,  Slou  ^-h,  Perheric^^,  ^rox^  Penjiin::;ar 
Schmidt,  lyerly.  Sell,  Seener,  Nei shier,  Gohel,  £hinn,KEimminii:er,  Mle 
and  Foil,  these  two  najnes  helon^^  to  unrelated  families. 

p-^'.^h-^.hly  v;!Ticers  of  the  o'-mvch  were  -lartin 

Phifer,  NichQl.is  IJi shier,  Jacol)  l/iisenheimer, Christian  Berriliar^t 
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C:Tristian  AlDensMne/Philip  or  r^ir-'.- ti -^n  -^or^berich,  Adam  ®r 
H^edericK:  Peck,  and  Michael  Klein  f©r  the^r  were  all  men  of  intel- 
ligence arKi-well-e.-^ucate^. 

After  t;^e  ^ev.i-or.  Suther  l^n  this  churc>^      >^    ■  -^^h^r 
field,  there  wai  a  period  in  v^hich  they  were  inahle  ta  procure  a 
pastor, "because  Qf  the  unsettled  state  of  this  countrjr  and  the 
connection  with  th-  o/-  countr:.'  heing  hroken,  f  —  it  is  alDsut  this 
time  that  we  find  them  gsing  into  the  churches  of  other  fienQrai- 
nations  or  of  the  same  '^ensmination  in  other  sections,  such  as 
Grace,  Bethel  Peformed  or  Po-r  Creek,  the  Preshyterian  Church, 
Coldwater  Lutheran  and  prohahl^r  others  which  were  nearer  thotr 
home  s. 

In  the  -^(---.-r-i  n  r  St.  Johns  Lutheran  Church  .during  the 
perioc".  we  find  that  the  pastor  of  this  church  v/as  called  upon  to 
"buiy  their  dead,  "baptise  their  infants  an'1  to  marry  the  memh^rs  of 
Coiawater.  We  c^n  fin'^  not:-^:'-    to  laad  us  to  helleve  that  there 
was  ever  any  connection  with  St. Johns  ana.  Coldwater  P.e formed  • 
Church  or  aiT.r  Lutheran  church  at  the  time  P.ev.i^r.  Suth^r  was  pastor 
hut  we  do  know,  that  in  letter  y^— '  ^.e scendant £:  of  these  iflrst 

memhers  came  hack  and  revivified  this  Church  calling  it  "Gilea^i" 

■     ■  ■■■  ■     .  ■ 

and  estahlished  it  iuct  s^ishort  (distance  from  the  ol-^  n■^r^^r^h  -^te. 

Some  mtv^-^-:     '  ' :- -  ^  y  ^---^       ^  -  -       ^ecordi  kept  hy 

■^ev.AJI.Marcard  when  he  was  the  pastor  there, which  concern  Cold- 
water,  read  as  follws:  /Translated  from  German/ 

Item       T>.--^-p,.       o  ...  iiior,12  1798, Catherine, horn 

Nov.  14  1734  in  the  German  part  of  Lorraine.  Her  father  v/as  George 
Shuffert.  She  married  Mchael  Klein,  who  died  in  1782.  ^■•-om  this 
marria.-e  t'nore  descen-"'--  14  children  of  whom  7  are  still  living 
moreover  54  ^andchildren  -n'^  — ,i  i         3  ^eatsrandchil'^ren.  In 
the  year  she  msrried  John  Schmidt.  5Vom  this  marria 
no  chi^-ro^n.  ^'^be  -py^  -.--:^  expired  Mar .  1 1  1798  from  a  prostration. 


I 


4 

She  attairi'-^'  -r.  ii,;G  of  63  yvs      -  -    -os.lesE  ?  ^ys. 
Item  7-  Buried,  at  CoMwater  Church  1793  Mary  Elizaheth, 

■bQrn  Aug.  26  1724  at  Schweigern  in  Wurtemherg.Her  f«ither  was 
Llatthais  Berrin-er.  She  was  married  in  1750  to  Christian  EernhSKftt 
■b®re  ten  children  af  whom  five  are  still  living.  She  taw  26  Tand- 
children,  of  whom  5  are  now  c'eacl.  She  died  Au:i.24  1798  of  hectic 
fever  and  attained  an  a-^-e  of  74  yrs.les^s  two  days. 
Item  16-Buried  at  Coldwater  /opr'atis/  Fe'b.14  1799  John  June Died 
Feh.  1?  1799  in  the  eveninj  of  pleurisy. He  v/as  horn  in  1766. Led  an 
unhappy  marriace  mth  the  mdow  of  Christian  Berherich  who  perisheft 
©n  the  way  to  Charlestown,  The  wioLaw  is  Elizaheth,  nee  Diderich. 
Er©m  the  marriage  of  8  3^rs. there  i£  one  child  wh-^  1. o  -i-^-l. 
Item  22'  Purled  nt  Colriwater  Church  Au^;.8  1799  Catherine  the  dau. 
®f  Philip  Jost  and  the  wife  of  Christopher  Luis  "born  Feh.l?  1772, 
4ied  Au(^.6  1799  of  a  complicated  r'isease  which  hegan  only  on  Aug.5  "| 
in  the  afternoon.  She  attained  an  a^ie  af  27  yr&.less  7  days, was 
married  aMost  6  mos. 

Item-  25-  Buried  at  Colciwater  Au^%ll  1799  John  Christian  Bernhardt  ■ 

torn  in  St.Johnne.^;  in  the  Palatinate  Apr. 5  1719. He  mairried  Elizahet: 

Berrin^er,  lived  with  her  in  marriajre  49  yrs.jhesQt  10  children,  of 

whom  5  are  still  livin-:  lived  to  £ee  the  hirth  of  28  Grandchildrr- 

of  whom  5  s©  far  have  died.  He  died  Aug. 10  1799  after  a  protracted 

illness  and  attained  an  a^^-e  of  80  yrs.4  mos. and  5  dys.  ! 

Item  26-  Buried  J acoh  Koch  at  Coldwater  Church, uranarried  Dec.io 

1799.  He  died  of  a  disease  which  lasted  five  yrs,  I7as  horn  in  1722  ; 

in  Grolshein  in  the  lower  Palatinate  in  Germar^ . A^e  77  yrs. 

Families  "belonging  to  Coldv/ater  chirrch    -  oarly  as  1766. 

were  -  Stmiuel  ^3iinn  and  his  v/ife  Aha^-ail  Urie  Shinn 
J  acoh  Ivlisenheiraer  and  his  wife,  Mara^aretha. 
Mat  thai  s  Mitchler  and  his  ifiifiily 
Paul  V/alter  and  his  wife, Catherine. 
John  Morgadant  and  his  wife  and  step- son. 
Ad^m  VJ^alcher  and  his  wife  Christina. 

":m  Mitchell  ^-nd  hlr  wife,  "^.ohoccoJi 


J  .-IS  ' 


n^-iristian  Pernharci-t  and  his  wife,.'H;ii.za'beth  verriivr-r  Vf^-rnh'~-'-'^^t 

Christian  AlDen shine  and  his  fmily 

Martin  Pennin^'er  an<§  his  wife,r!i>.therine 

liuLchael  Pennincer  an4  his  family 

Michael  Klein  ani^.  his  family 

Martain  Pfeiffer  and  his  family'- 

Jacoh  Pfeiffer  P-ne  his  family 

and  in  later  years  -the  chiiaren  ®f  these  inclu^'ed- 

David  Suther  pji'"^  Catherine  Ahenshlne  Suther  and  their  fp.rdl^-^ 

Jahn  Suther  an^.  Sophia  Pernhardt  Suther  and  their  fsnily  " 

Georre  Bernharat  and  Msry  IJIitchler  Perrihsrat  and  their  family 

JacQh  MuetFchler  anf  his  wife  Catherine 

Iieonar'^  Per"bGrich  -and  hi wlfe,T?;ii7RT^pth 

Stephen  Msyfelc!  anC  his  wife^Marperet . 

Jaooh  Vcch  ane  hi£  mfe  Susannr,  K©ch 

Paul  T®rr  and  hi  e  wife, Mary  Tarr 

J'ihn  Behm  an<i  his  wife, Catherine  Behm 

J©hn  Eei:ler  and  his  inlfe  Catherine  Heeler 


/The  account  pf  Tr^ran  s  visit  to  this  section  can  he  feuni  in 
V/h.eeler  s  Hist®^'^  of  Harth  Carolina  un'^er  Alamance  County. 
Caharrus  wa^  then  a  part  ®f  KeelgieSJiburiit  County.  Major  Pifer- 
h©me  lay  in  the  hounriaries  of  what  is  now  Caharrus  County./ 
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The  Customs  of  the  LCQtch-Irish  in  Caharrus  County. 

The  3cotch-Irish,  as  they  are  called  In  itoorica.were  net 
Irish  At  all.  In  roAlity  tliey  v/cro  bcstch  PrQStj'-torians  i'T^m  the 
l#wlan(as  of  Ujotland  whQ  siettloi  in  Ireland,  Tc  unflGrstanfl  the 
term  it  is  nocessaiy  to  rsoall  tho  reir^n  of  Jjines  I  of  Enj^lan?!  and 
fiomethinsi  of  the  Tudor  dynasty  which  preceded  him.  i^juq  to  a  numher 
•f  upri&inj5&  an^  re'DQllions  in  Ireland^  particularly  in  t'le  province 
»f  Ulster,  against  the  Ari^lican  Church  vjhich  ha'5  hoen  ir^.^/ie  the 
Estahlished  Church  c^urin^:  the  rei{:n  of  Henry  YIII  an??  -ij^ainst 
Snglanfi*  s  civil  polioy  of  i;;avernr:ent,  an  immense  ainoiont  of  Ulster 
territory  ha4  reverted  to  the  cromi.  About  one-half  railli®n  acres 
were  placed  in  this  way  at  the  disposal  of  King  James.  This  region 
James  determined  to  settle  mainly  with  Ujotch  I'rom  the  seven  coun- 
ties ©f  the  5y>uthwe£t  of  Scotland.  The  firrt  settlers  were  th#se 
that  left  their  country  f&r  their  country  s  good.  These  v/ere  fol- 
lowed "tf^r  a  ipreat  army  of  earnest, industrious  colonists,  "who 
drained  the  swamp s, felled  the  forests,  £o\7ed  whes^t  and  flax, raised 
cattle  and  slieep, "beijan  the  manui*acturing  of  linen  and  woolen  cl^sth 
and  not  only  made  all  their  own  rorr^  s^,  even  the  tools  v/ith  which  to 
work, hut  "bei::an  the  exTvottation  of  linen  r^nd  i^oclon  cloth  to  England 
And  thoy  were  l^Gshytorian  in  fi^lth.  They  '■'Id  not  mix  nor  inters 
marry  with  the  few  Irish  ^^'h©  continued  to  live  in  Ulster, hut  /f^j/fi 
remained  pure  Scotch  Preshyterians.  Tho  torm  i.x3otch-Irish  then  is 
fieograpliical  ancl  not  a  racial  term. 

In  the  reign  of  liueon  Anne  tho  whole  people  of  Ireland, 
Catholics  anri  PrQ£h:/t(3rianG  as  v/oll,were  unffer  the  "ban  of  the  High 
Church  rO;::ime.  Immlfi^ration  from  Scotland  had  cQ;\;^^Gd,  and  eraij^fation 
from  tho  north  of  Ireland  to  iinerlca  had  l:)0;-;un.  it  vris  not  only 
the  reli;:^ious  Tiersecutifjns  that  caused  this  erai,sration,"but  other 
repressive  raea£ures  hurting  their  economic  and  industrial  life 
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v/ero  passed.  It  was  only  natirral, therefore, that  men  of  this  "breea. 
should  seek  a  Treer  The  ;p7eat  fact  ©f  the  IBth  century 

relatin,:  to  iDoth  ^nsland  and  Amcrioa  is  the  Snotch-Irish  migration. 
Between  17^5  and  1768  the  Gmi;^p:'2ition  Inorozm^.  trom  ?000  t*  6000  a 
year,  not  loss  than  200,000  of  the  people  haYin,':  left  Ireland  for 
the  .^iierican  Oolonios  in  that  peri  (id,  A  few  qT  these  Scotch-Irish 
went  t«  New  iSn^jlan-i,  more  t@  Wew  Y®rk  State, TDut  th®  chief  port-  of 
entry  was  Philadelpliia,  From  there  the  waves  <5f  colQnizati3n  spread 
to  A^estern  Pennayl-vania  and  south  tlirou^-h  the  vuIIgt'-  of  Virt-jinia 
int®  Pio'ljnAiit  Jorth  Carcilina,  South  Carolina        ('reor{^;ia,  Charleston 
was  another  iiriportant  p®rt  of  enti7/,  and  as  the  mi;?T?.ti®n  sought  the 
hill  countr;;,''  the  wave  frora  Chirleston  met        mingled  v/ith  the  wave 
l^oin  Pemsylvania  in  the  "border  counties  of  the  wes^tern  Dardinas. 
Tho  "breed  in  worth  Carolina  alsne  i;-ave  throe  Pre  si  dent  g  to  the 
nation,  Jackson, ?«3 11c  anfl  Johnson, 

It  hits  "been  necessary  to  review  the  histor^r  of  the  Sctch- 
Irish  in  order       i3n^erstanO  the  customs  th^t  this  race  "brou/^ht 
i\iorth  (.Carolina.  Since  man^'^  of  these  settler.'S  had  alrea^iy  had  exper- 
ience in  Pennsylvania  and  Virginia  they  were  s^.hle  to  secure  the 
"best  land  as  the  pioneers  or  tlie  piediQont  re-^on,  The  Indians  were 
mof;t3y  friendly,  "The  couTitry  alternated  TDotv/een  li'orf^st  an<i  prairie 
and  alDviUiided  in  ^ame,  deer,  "buff alo,  an?s  ■bos>r, ,  whiie  panthers  were  not 
infroqiaently  found.  The  -oioneers  carae  tron  the  i  orth  in  wa,:;ons  in 
Which  they  slept  until  th>jy  had  hid  It  a  house  on  Imr^  of  their  own 
selection.  The  liouse  was  "built  ©f  hewn  loijs,  the  criicks  stopped  v/ith 
clay,  the  rcof  covered  with  riven  "boarfis*.  One  room,  on©  door  anri  on© 
window, closed  v/ith  a  v/uoden  siiuttor, wa.-i  tlie  ch-'^act eristic  style  of 
architecture.  The  furnitiire  of  th©  house  conai'itefl  of  "beds, a  few 
feitools,  a  ta'ble,  on  wMch  were  set  pe^rber  dippers  an'^  plates,  and  wood€ 
trenches,  A  few  plow  irons  and  harroiv  toeth,  a  hoe  and  a  mattock 
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and  an  axe,  a  TDroad-ax©,weig©fi,  mauls  and  a  ohlsel,  w©uM  "be  the 

inventory  9t  the  t««ls  on  the  fsam.  Cattle,  &heep  anfi  j;©Qse, horses 
and  hOi2S,v/ere  raised  ult.h  iToat  pro:rit  an<l  iVom  the  wool  the 
clothes  9±  the  fajTiil^^r  wer©  sjpuii,  an'1  i^'sm  th©  '^©ose  an  aniiual  tax 
of  featheriL         seciared  f@r  -oillows  and  feather  "bede.  .^Tion  the 
faiiiily  "bt^vian  to  put  in  a  glas*  window  and  to  "buy  cups  -^xiO  saucers 
•f  cliina  ware,  they  uvre  considered  wealths'- • 

rhey  did  have  their  wealth  in  tlieir  ®wii  capacity  t®  man- 
ufi-cture  what  they  needed  when  tlie  ^s^^oda  ''ormx'^it  with  them  hei^an 
to  weisr  out, the  "black ismith  "built  his  forge, the  weaver  set  up  his 
loam  and  the  tailar  hrou^it  out  his  i^oose.  A  tannery  was  huilt  ®n 
the  nearest  str-^am  aiK^  mills  Air  '^xlnOlivz  the  wheat  and  com  were 
erected  on  the  mott  water  Cdurses.  The  w@men  net  enlj^  made  their 
»wn  dresses  hut  the  materie.1  for  them  as  well,  spinninii  the  wool 
and  afterwarfis  the  cottjn  into  lint^ey  and  checks  uu"  dyeing  it 
according  to  their  ©v/n  tastes*  The  heavers  fuDiished  elej^-ant  tiles 
for  the  f^entry,  'Che  iirjmi^p:*ants  were  reo^rciei^  as  v/eavers,  joiners, 
coopers,  wheel-v;ri  ^ht  r»,  wai;on-maker  £,  tai  lor    teachers,  hlack  .smiths, 
hatters,  merchs.nt laoorers,  vrinemakers,  miners,  ropemalcers,  fullers, 
sur-NTeyors  and  jjentlemen,  the  last  "bein^;  rathor  si  rank  than  a  V0oatio: 
In  other  words  tlie  jieople  i/ore  an  influstrial       ..^ai  as  an  indus- 
trious people.  They  were  producers. 

Ivlearly  all  the  f arias  of  aiiy  sXzq  hat!  a  distillery  -^^jiy 
attached  and  a  j^ciod  ^leal  of  -oh'^  cort-^n  was  marketed  in  liq.uici  form. 
One  of  the  faults  of  tji©  dcitoh  settlers  was  arunlcciine&s, thoufi^i 
the  majority  were  temperate  iriiikers.  A  pmich  "bowl  and  glasses  I 
were  fdUi'id  ain^nj;  the  effects  of  Eev. Alexander  ':raiishearl, foun'^er  i 
of  the  earliest  churches  of  the  Mecklen"bur,'^  region.  .^hiEkey  player^ 
a  /;£reat  part  on  funeral  occassions,  and  especially  at  "vendues" 
where  it  was  supposed  to  put  the  huj/ers  in  good  huaor  and  was 
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charged  to  the  estate  aisposeft  ^f.  The  tavern  on  the  puTDlic  r©ad 

was  a.  famous  ins-titution  of  thQse  early  nayc        the  variety  <9f 

the  liqi^ors  aolc'  rcTln''..f=3  cn'3    ;  '  ijlish  inn  that  Sickens  has 

p»»tray©^.,  Jmonc,  the  aim'saments  of  t]iQ  pec?ple  were  hcjrfee  racjins 

and  fihootinci  matches  an.''  the  i^aine  of  lon^j  "bullets, played  with  an 

iron  hall,  the  effort  ^f  each  siae  heing;,  as  in  foothall,  to  keop 

the  hall  fT'Sin  passing  the  adverg-^'  s  ^-aal  ^n"  putting  it  thru  d 

one*  s  own.  But  while  ijamhlins  was  perrilttc^  an€.  arunkenness  oon- 

Aoncr',  profane  fr.TOarin^^  wafs  punir>hGfi  severely,  the  ^^laount  ©f  the 

fine  soiiiotimes  'Sepen^nfj;  ©n  the  vi:;or  c^.n^l  vitri&ty  of  the  ®aths 

used*  The  chil^lren  rec^ive<i  six  months  soh®®lin^  ana  the  niJifiher  | 

9f  c«ll©s<5  hrea  men  in  'i  ocotch-Irish  noFiTmiiilty  was  lir^^^e.  "^h© 

v/ar-like  instin(3ts  of  zhe  people  vjere  kept  alive  h^r  the  military 

lauFter,  v/hich  hecame  the  oc^^  a  si  on  for  a  (gathering  ta-:ether  Qf  a 

county  t'>  ...  oounty  coat.  The  So-'^t^.h-lrir-jh         not-.     '  t'loir 

skill  ^Arith  the  rifle,  and  rifles  w^ire  ja;iniaf-»ct\jirc- '  Shoals  i 

at  an  earXv  ^late,  a  ST'Scinen,  with  its  lon^;  "oiarrel  an^  woo^'ien  stock 

exten'^i.--'         '"^o  ^n*^  ol     •.•  "oarvx^l  liavin^'  h'-?^~n  .•r.-->ronto'  to  Geo. 

■r^ashin^jton  and  h^^in^  hi.;hly  prized  hjr  him, 

But  the  life  of  the  Scotch-Irish  a?  in  Soot  land  an<?  Ireland 

Cv>'nt  T'.':^  s.roun''^  tho  church,  '.io  -.^^vre  ii*  th'^  trnth  'rt  this  to  he  , 

If 

mar©  readily  found  than  in  Oahiirrus  an-^  tlie  aiurrounf^inf;  counties. 
The  foun'1ati<»ns  of  Su-^pr  Oreek,  Tlowwe  11,  Steel  Greek,  IJew  Providence 
Poplar  Tent, P.ocky    i  vj-r,0-^;^t^--^  ••.  - ---ira  •vere  l    "  almost  siraui 

taneously.  Roolay  ?viver  was  laost  succ*^ iteiYil  in  ohtaiiiins  a  settled 
pastor.  These  churches  knew  nt*  h(%unris  othor  tlian  the  distance  men 
and  wmcn  o-'mV}  vralk  to  church  wl  *..  ton  at,  nuch  as  15  miles. 

In  a  letter  from  (k>v,T)ohhfi  to  the  hoard  dated  Auii,34th  1755  found 
in  '♦The  Calonial  and  btate  Peoords  of  Horth  Corolina", we  have  proof 
that  the  ^CQtch-Irifili  were  a  very  prolific  people,  '  ^jute:  "There 
are  at  i^recent  75  fainllies  on  mr  lQ.n>l.^.  T  viewf^d  -hnt^^Ti ^t       nnrl  ao  . 
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of  them  ana.  except  two  thor©  was  not  less  than  from  five  er  six 
to  ten  c'iil(?ren  in  cacli  familj'",  each  ^oXnc  "barefoot  in  their 
sliirts  in  the  wane  weather,  no  woman  v/earini;  more  than  a  skirt  and 
one  thin  petticoat.  'Thoj  are  -^^  oolony  from  Irelanr'.  removed,  from 
Pennfllvani^  of  W'.mt  v/e  call  Lcotch-Irisih  Pre  s.T:yteri!xns," 

;7©  find,  the  following  in  an  extract  from  "nerolina  7atch- 
man",  GeT)t,9, 1847,  oGnoerninc:  tha  manners  and  customs  of  the  Scotch- 
Irish  in  Ireflell  County:  "All, hcth  men  and  w^menjwore  v/ool  hats 
with  an  excecdinsly  narrow  "brim.  A  few,  however,  of  the  hi^^hest  rank 
had  them  mar?e  (if  "bea-^rer,  v;hioh  v/.ml''  l?s:t  a  lifetime.  The  younc  J^0J^ 
people  of  hoth  &exci, in  iiiumer, when  ahout  their  orf^inur^'-  "business^ 
went  v/lthaut  shoes  and  stockinss;  the  younij  women  wore  ehort  i^owns 
an<f  petticoats, anr"  the  younc  men, hunting  shirt Sv,Y/ith  trouser*  of 
tow  anr*  cottsn,  Boots  v:Gre  not  Gominon;they  wore  worn  only  "by  a  few 
®f  the  hia;h.est  ranli.  Both  hoots  tinii  shoes  were  shjirp  pointed  at 
the  'tlons.  For  Sunday  dress  the  men  hi?.'^  coPts  ?.n^  ktiII  clothes  of 
cotton  and  wool  mixe^-"':  air''    if  cqIotqC.      little  "black  or  "blue,  t ho 
not  sheared,  they  were  r© jcrdcd  as  very  fine.  They  were  church 
'j^olnc  :'^nn-^lG.  Living  at  c^e^t  f^iit-Tneer  npart,moEt  people  were 
Gompelle'vl  tc^  travel  many  a  weary  mile  to  the  house  of  (Jo^.  and 
return  the  same  f^ay.  T«       ten  or  twelve  miles  wis  accounted  little 
harriship:  even  if,  women  ^nd  all,  they  were  req.uired  to  v/alk.  The 
youn^;  Isifiies  carriefi.,i7rapped  up  in  a  pocket  handerchief,  their  fine 
shoes  an^  stackincs, tof^ether  v/ith  their  linen  »prons, of  their  own 
manufactiire  "bleached  white       snow,  nicely  folded  up  and  presaet 
in  little  squares  and  triangles  so  that  the  folds  would  sh®w 
when  sprosA^.  out.  i;hen  they  came  near  the  pluce  of  worship,  they 
sat  down  on  a  log  anr*  put  tlio&;e  on:  aii'"  or  thoir  roturn,  replstce^. 
them  as  before:  anr'  tlie  same  folding;  of  th'Pir  aprons  /on  which 
they  prided  themselves/  mis  c;?xefulljr  preserved  to  "bo  opened  a^^ain 
the  next  ba"bhath:  their  shoes  in  this  v;ay  would  last  a  Ions;  time. 
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They  at©  their  meat  upon  W'^ocTen  tronohers  iri'^  ''run"!':  their  milk  Trvm 
little  nosfdr.B,  n®fi.'C0  v/iis  littlo  Ui>s)fi..  It  is  £:.s4i«1  that  whnr  the 
merchants  went  to  Phil;ifT.Glphiu  alter  ^;noas  a  Quantity  as  'ireat  as  a 
shot  hag  i*ull  imi  cansiricrod  a  snaffloient  suppl;/;  zn'"  if  a  oust^raer 
purch?.se^.  r.  h^ilf  pounrl  at  once,  he  was  thou  -iht  extrav?,:;ant#  Some 
i;p:'ew  up  :\;.a  haCi  fairdlii^&  heTare  thejr  tasted  the  "beverai;e  which  WE,fi 
m®st!lir  assiitner!  to  the  sick," 

^ev.A. J.:'c!Celway  olose^i  hJLs  "Poeklet  ©n  the  f:>3Qtch«Irich 
of  Horth  Carolina"  as  xollijWim./'^'nlii  was  puTDlisihec!  in  1905/.  "Today 
the  most  prQspc?rous  section  of  the  oil,  North  Stat©  is  just  that 
section  v/hich  the  ^.-cotch-Irish  settlors  chase  Tq>v  their  homes.  It 
is  a  .jr-eat  race  l^r  people.  They  fejir  CJ^ifl  anf  h.r/v)  no  other  fear. 
They  standi  for  truth  anrT  ri^ht.  Their  fault  is.  r,ometines  that  0 
thrift  ^^'e.^nerates  into  penuriQUsness.  Thoy  keep  the  C^ahhath  and 
all  ol&o  that  th^^y  a  m  l:?rr  their  hanr]  s  iroon.  Put  tliey  h.'.ve  hy.rl  iso 
rig,fit  so  har^.  for  so  maixr  centuries  to  estahlish  fr^r  others  the 
difference  oetwoen  i^eigm    and  Teura  /taino  i-iw'''  tliine/  that  v/e  should 
perhaps  jire  thei.a  ;i  little  time  to  ret  ever  uh©  realization  of 
the  meum  at  ln,£t.    Tliey  speak  the  truth,  ant^  tho  they  majr  want  tho 
uttermost  th?,t  ii:  ^^ue  them,  th.ey  ^.o  not  want,  anri  tiioy  v/ill  not  take 
a  farthin^;  more.  In  Mecklenhurt;  County  frcr     Jimiaret,!  years  of  re- 
corrled  history  not  a  v/ldte  native  v/as  in{?icted  for  larceny. 

Theirs  i*  th©  race  of  the  hari  he;:.'^.  hut  the  warn  heart,  of 
the  stiff  "backhon©  hut  also  of  the  aohie-uin..-  hand.  They  have  done 
their  share  in  v/crking  out  the  principles  of  civil  an^  reli^^ious 
liherty  an--^  of  crectinj-  onr  institutions  of  government,  ^^hey  love 
oreer  :inrt.  lav/  even  tho  tlitdr  fi-jlitiiij^  propensities  may  mowa^ays 
"boom  in  le£:al  contentions  of  which  there  Ig  no  profit.  "Put  whether 
in  peace  or  w;5r  the  otate  and  the  Jiation  o»ji  count  on  tMs  hsr^y 
an(1,  hercic  strain  for  hi^jh  and  nohle  service.  They  are  of  those 
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wh9  £\Arear  to  fheir  ovm  hurt  znC  chan;;©  not.  It  mi>ht  "be  said  of 
tlieusajK^ls,      WRs;  cai^i  of  t^Leir  jpcQ*it  compatriot,  J o'ln  '  :ncz, 

"they  never  fesjred  the  facQ  of  man,''  .inri.  the  s-urpilses  and 
©v©n  the  (3onviilKi®ns  of  the  l"utTxre  vdll  find  them  unsiftrai'i.  " 


The  Oustenis  of  the  Scstch-Irish  in  Cp."b?.rrus  County. 

The  Scotch-Irish,  as  they  are  c^llef^.  in  America,  were  not 
Irish        ^11.  In  reality  ^^-r---  v/ere  Scotch  Preshjrterians  from  the 
l^wlanris  of  £c9tland  wh©  settled,  in  Ireland.  T©  understand  the 
term  it  is?  necessarjr  t«  rec?.ll  the  rei^n  of  James  I  of  Eni-^lan*^ 
somethJ.'     -^f  the  Turgor  r'yn^stj^  which  preceri^e^^  him.  T^^e       -  numher 
«f  uprisings        rehelli©ns  in  Ire Isin^., particularly,''  in  the  province 
of      f-ter,  af-ainst  the  Anglican  Church  which  hafl  "been  mac^e  the 
L  .cli..,;i'.  ^  ^i^iiir  V^^  rei^n  ®f  Henry  irm  ani.  Sj^aiii^'t 

Sn3;lan#  s  civil  palicjj'-  9f  government,  an  immense  amount  ©f  Ulster 
territory  had  reverted  t©' the'  croTO.  Ahout  'ijne-hp.lf  milli©n  acres 
were  placed  in  this  way  at  the  ai  spa  sal  of  King  James.  This  re^^ion 
Jajnes  <5eterminef3  t®  settle  mainly  with  Sc9tch  from  the  ceven  coun- 
ties gf  the  seuthv/est  ^f  Scotland'.  The  first  settlers  were  these 
that  left  their  country  fer  their  countrsr' s  ^^qo^..  ^hece  v;ere  fol- 
lowea  "by  a  ^eat  &rmy  of  earnest,  in-^.ustrifsus  cslonists,  "who 
«raine0.  the  sn?7amps;,  feaLlep?.  the  forests,  s;ov.^e a  whe-^^t  an'-^  fl^x, raised 
cattle  anfl  sheep, het:an  the  manufacturing-  of  linen  and  woolen  cloth 
anr!  not  only  maf^e  all  their  9wa  5001^  s,  even  the  tQols  with  which  t« 
work,  hut  he.'^an  the  exportation  ©f  linen  and  woolen  cloth  t®  Enslanl. 
Ajir?  they  were  Preshyterian  in  fp.ith.  They  ciid  not  mix  nor  interm 
marry  with  the  few  Irish  who  continued  to  live  in  Ulster, hut  /^yi 
remained  pure  Scotch  Preshjrterian^.  The  term  Scotch-Irirh  then  is 
geos^^aphical  an*i  not  a  racial  term. 

In  the  reign  ©f  '.jueen  Anne  the  wh«le  people  of  Ireland, 
Catholics  an^  Preshyterians  as  well, wpre  unc'cr  the  han  of  the  High 
Church  rei^lme.  Immigr^.tion  from  Scotland  had  ceased,  and  emigration 
from  the  north  of  Ireland  to  America  ha^  he^un.  It  was  not  only 
the  reli.jious'-  persecutions  th-^.t  cauF.ec?  this  emi ^;ration, hut  ©th°r 
repressive  measures  hurting'  their  economic  v.rt  indust^^ial  life 


W^re  paEsert..  It  wa«  @nJ^r.:  natural,  therefore,  that  men  of  this  "breeri, 
should  seek  a  f^eer  laneL.  The  grest  fact  ©f  the  leth  centiiry 
relating"  to  "both  Enslanr'  ^.r/^  Ajn^^-'-in-   i„  the  ^>'""*"^h-Ir1  f=h  mi/Tca+  ' 
Petween  1725  s'.nd  1768  the  eniigration  increa&ed.  ITem  ?000  to  fOOO  ?i 
year,n©t  less  than  300,000  of  the  people  havlrijr  left  irelanei  for 
the  ^lerican  C!®l@nies  in  th-^-t  -noTi®(!,,  a  fe^-  of  these  Scotch-Irish 
went  tQ  [jew  England,  more  tg  New  York  State,  hut  the  chief  port  of 
entry  was  Philadelphia.  'Frcm  there  the  waves  @f  colonization  spreaa 
t®  Western  Penn^/l-vania  ana  south  throv  h  the  v?J.ley  of  ^rj_vr:-ini;. 
into  Piedi^nt  North  Carolina,  South  Carolina  ansi  Gesrgia.  Charleston 
was  another  important  port  cf  entr^r,  an^.  a£  the  miration  S'^urht  t.-.e 
hill  countn?-  the  wave  l>oi;i  Charleston  met         -1:'  'V-^  r--^-^-      ■  • 
from  Pelans^-lvania  in  the  herder  counties  of  the  western  Oarolinas. 
The  hreeri  in  North  Carolina  alone  s^-ve  three  Presidents  to  the 
nation,  Jackson, Polk  and  Johnson. 

It  has  heen  necessary?-  to  review  the  historjr  of  the  Sotch- 
Irish  in  orfi.er  to  understand  the  customs  that  this  race  hroU:-ht  to 
North  Carolina.  Since  manjr  of  these  settlers  had  already  ha^"  exper- 
ience in  Penn^avaixLa  and  Virginia  they  were  ahle  to  secure  the 
he  St  land  as  the  pioneers  9f  the  piedmont  rep:ion.  The  In^^ians  were 
mostly  friendly.  "The  countr^^  alternated  hetween  forest  and  prairie 
and  ahounded  in  ^^ame,  deer,  huffalo,  an^  hear.jWhi^e  panthers 
infreqiaently  founf^.  The  pioneers  came  from  the  North^i^  waronc  in 
which  they  slept  until  f  -  had  huilt  a  house  on  land  of  t^eir  Qm> 
selection.  The  house  was  huilt  of  hewn  l®.;:s,  the  cracks  stopped  with 
clay,  the  roof  covered  with  riven  hoarris.  One  room,  one  door  ^.ne  one 
win^^ow,  closed  with  a  wooden  shutter,  was  the  chiiracteri Ftic  .style  of 
architect^ure.  The  furniture  of  the  house  consisted  of  heds,a  fei 
stools,  a  tahle,  on  which  were  set  -pevrter  dippers  an'"  pl'\tes,  and  wood.J 
trenched'.  A  -r-w  ri©v/  ivy--   -  iici  harrow  teeth,  a  hoe  and  a  mattock 


and  sin  axe,  a  TDroad-s.xe,  we^.y;e^i, mauls  and  a  chisel,  wquJ-c".  "b^  the 
inventory  of  the  t^ols  ®n  the  rarm.  Cattle,  sheep  anc!.  ^eese, horses 
anc^  hsfs, were  raised  with  great  profit  an'i  from  the  w®®l  the 
clQthes  Ox  the  family  were  spun,  and  from  the  ^joose  an  -annual  tax 
of  feathers  was  securer?  fcr  pillows  s^.nt  feather  "beds.  Vton  the 
family  t'©a:an  t®  put  in  a  glass  window  and  te  IjU^t  cups-  aniS  saucers 
©f  china  ware,  they  were  considered  wealthy. 

They  did  have  their  wealth  in  their  awn  capja,eity  te-  man- 
ufacture what  thei'"  needed  when  the  •■^oor's  l}rQUj;:ht  with  them  he^.js.n 
t©'  wear  out,  the  hlackLmith  huilt  hii.  iQr:-e,the  weaver  set  up  hisi 
la  am  and  the  tailQr  "brought  QUt  his  ggose.  A  tannery  was  "built  ©n 
the  nesre&t  stream  and  mills  for  crindin^  the  ?7heat  and  corn  were 
erected  on  the  sW(Aft  water  courses.  The  wtmen  not  Qnly  made  their 
awn  (Presses  "but  the  material  for  them  as  well,  spinning  the  woqI 
and  aftervrarffc  the  cottsn  into  linsey  and  checks  ^^^n-^  dyeing  it 
accordinc  to  their  ©\m  tastes.  The  "beavers  furnished  elegant  tile? 
f©r  the  gentry.  The  immi^ants  were  rec@rded  as  weavers,  joiners, 
coopers,  wheel-WTi^'hts,  wa^-on-makers,  tailors,  teachers,  "fclacirLinithiL, 
hatters,  merchants,  lalD-jrers,  winemakers, miners,  ropemakers,  fullers, 
surveyors  «,M  gentlemen,  the  latt  "beinr  rather  a  railk  than- a  vecatic 
In  other  v/ords  the  :^pcple  v/ere  an  in^ur-trial  as  well  as  an  indus- 
trious pec'ple.  They  vvere  producers, 

Nearly  all  the  farms  »f  any  size  had  a  ii  stiller:,^  //^^/^ 
attache|L,#3ad  a  ;^Qod.  deal' ®f  th  ■  ccrn  wa£  marketcf'  in  li'i^-i-'-^  form. 
One  of  the  faults  of  the  Scotch  settlers  wa,jS  f];r^ix^©i^^sSrto^^ 
•the-;,  majority  were  temperate  drinkers.  A  punch  "bowl  an^  classes 
were  found  am^v     i  .le  effects       t'ov,  xipv^r^'^er  ^v-'.  ..y^^-,-^ 
of  the  earlie&t  churches  ©f  the  Mecklenburg;  rej^i®n.  Vs/Mskey  plaj^ed 
a  <jreat  part  on  funeral  occassions,  an^  e^specially  at  "vendues" 
where  it  wp.r  rupp^re''  to  put  the  "buj^-erf-  in  ^' hi;im©r  and  was 


charged  •'     :.ie  e^t-kU)  ci.icpQsec'         ^he  tavern  cn  the  pu"blic  road 
wp,>        ^3us  institution  ®f  these  early  ll.ays         .he  variety  of 
the  liQiic>r£  f/rl?  vp.mln^fi         _ .    .        .i.  ..j.iLh  i'  -   -^  -'-  t  ■n-i,-^- 
p»»trayed.  Aiu^n^  the  amuEements  ©f  the  people  v/erc  horte  racinj: 
and  £h.ooting  matches  and  the  ^ajne  of  Ion."  "bullets, player^  v/ith  an 
iron  hall,  the  effort  ©f  each  ,         .  -^-^-^th-^Jl,  .  :'ti 

the  hall  from  passin^^  the  aflvertiiri^'  s  i;»al        .jut  oinj^  it  trliru 
9ne  s  ®wn.  Eut  while  ::amhlin2  v;as  permitted  an^S.  rlrunkennesE  '   :  - 
^©r.er', profane  fweari..  -.nini  r^^pri  r^^T-ov'piy^ tho  prr.Gunt  o'" 

fine  s»®metime&  iepen^nji  ®ii  the  vi:ior      ^  v^jriety  of  the  ®ath& 
used.  The  chiiaren  rec^lve^  six  months^  schoolin;-  anr?  the  numher 
©f  c®lle-2e  hrec?  men  'r.         .^tch-T--"  rp-^^ 
v/ar-liko  instincts  of  the  people  -were  rcept  alive  hy  the  military 
muster,  which  "became  the  accps'i'sn  for  a  -atherinir  to 'tether  9f  a 
county  to  a  county  re^^t.  T-n  ro?toh-Iia  ,     .  •  ■^e  /■  r  o':::lr 

skill  with  the  rifle,  »nd  ririe;^  were  manuf actiJirer'  at  Hijjh  Shoals 
at  an  early  date,  a  specimen,  with  its  l^nc  harrel  ani.  wmr^en  ptodc 
exten'^iv^^  ts  the  crA  c"  t'^e  'r^-^^"^-],  havin  ■  "i^r^n        -rr't,--.^  t©  Gen. 
Was^hin^-tQn  an^.  "beint;  Iii^ly  prized  hy  him. 

Put  the  life  of  the  Scotch-Irish  .-icotlan'"'       '  Ireland 

c^nt ore^  ar-'/ivr'^  -^vio.  phirpM-^  ^  tt<-,  •i.T''-.i-:vp  ■; 

mere  readily  i'v-und  than  in  Cah^rrui  nn^.  the  Lurroun'^lni;  cQunties.  \ 
The  foundations  (jf  SUfaiar  Creek,  Hdpev/e  11,  Steel  Creek,  New  Pr evidence 
PQplar  Terit,?ocl<y  Piver,  n.-.-tro  ■n-'^  '"Vr-.tir  -,      ■-p  i   '      "         'i-  'V!.i- 
tanecu£ly.  Roclsiy  P.iver  wa&  mosEt  succe&bful  in  ohtainin^:  a  tettled 
pastor.  These  churches  knew  na  h^un-^s  other  than  the  distance  men 
p.nr".  vromcr  c  -uld  walk  to  Ciimr-.:.     "  i-^-'  uch  as  15  mile 

In  a  lett^cir  from  Gov.Dohhs  t«  the  hoar^  dated  Aug, 24th  1755  fQunt^ 
in  "The  C§lQni?.l  and  State  Pe cords  ©f  North  Carolina", we  h^,ve  proof 
that  the  Scoto' — Tri £h.  were  a  ve-y  :orQlific  ,     .  ute:  "T'" 

^j-e  r.t  prercut  7  5  f.:.;:lli»?s  on  my  lan^"!  &.  I  viewer'  "betwixt  ?0  and  40 
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©f  them  ani.  except  two  there  was  net  less  than  tr^m  -^j.-  ^ 
to  t--:  ••    ."•.h  fajaily,each  ^oinc  "barefoQt  in  their 

shirts  in  the  warm  weather,  no  woman  wearing  more  than  a  &kirt  any- 
one thin  petticoat.  Thej^  ar^       -^lonjr  from  Irel-'^ji'^  r-^^n'-^^^r-'  ■^■-^m 
Pe-jijifclvani      "  what  we  call 'r:.cctch-Iri  ah  PreslDyteriiins.  " 

find,  the  fsllowin/j  in  an  extract  from  "CiirQlina  llifatch- 
man" ,  oept.9, 1847,  Goneernins^^  thr^.  mp.nners  ana,  cuctonr.  of  +"-in  ^-"r-f  -h^ 
Iri£h  in  Trr-"oli  Ooujity:  "All,  hoth  men  and  women,  wore  v/qqI  hK.t^ 
with  an  exceedingly  narrow  "brim.  A  few,  however,  of  the  highest  ranlc 
had  them  mac^e  of  "be n;^er,  which  wouM  last  a  lifetime.  The  younr  0]^ 
people  of  "both  l  exe:  ,  in  summer,  when  aljout  their  or^inar;^  husines&w 
went  without  shoes  and  stockin-s;  the  young  women  wore  g-.hort  i^ovms 
anf"  petticoats,  anr!.  the  v-oim'-"  men.hi^rti  :'"t  ~,  with  t'^-^^'.-rrii  of 

"  "^     ..-ttcn.  Poott;  v/ere  not  coirmion; they  were  worn  "by  a  few 

of  the  hiiShest  rank.  B»th  "boots  an<!  shoes  were  sharp  pointed  cit 
the  "^oes.  For  Sunday  dre;--'  +-,^-^r:  ^  l  ^.i  ..,+.v,p. 

cotton  an(?  wool  mixe'^,:  anr    if  cglored,  a  little  hlack  or  hlue,  tho 
not  i?heared,  they  were  re»i:ardec'  as  ver^?-  fine.  They  were  a  church 

..eople.  livin;;  --t         t  •^irt-  ■,  ■rt,^'^ 
CQuipeller'  to  travel  mai^y  a  we^ry  mile  to  the  houite  of  an*' 
return  th©  .cajne  day.  To  ::;:o  ten  or  twelve  miles  was  ^.ccounted  little 
hardship:  even  if.womnv  rll,t'':'-:'-  'v^'-  '  ' 

yomr^  ladi'-     -  rried,v/rapped  up  in  k  pocket  hwiderchief,  their  fine 
'  ■    Ings,  t»s®ther  with  their  linen  aprons,  of  their  own 
manufacture  "bleached  whit 

in  little  scLuar-       ■  '  triangle-        that  the  foHs  woul^.  show 
when  spread  out.  irhen  they  cam©  near  the  place  o-f"  worship,  they 

them  ai*  "before;  and  th(  '"oldir.        t^eir  aprons  /on  which 

they  prided,  themselves/  was  carefulljr  preRervo''.  to  '^o  onened  a-^'ain 

the  next  £:.t>1:p-^->^:  th'^i-^=  ; 
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They  ate  their  iiie:*t  upon        ^  ^   -        '   "       ,  th«?ir  railk  .f^®m 

little  nov^fcins.  Coffee  .      little  usefl,.  It  ir  l;.!^  th^-t  -r'^or  ^>>e 

1, ,.  Pliilarielphia  r.-^^'-r'^^  -     i  y       ^re'i-^  ; 

sbot  "bat"  i^jll  was  coiisitferee!.  a  feufrieient  supplyf  ar  "  -ustaTner 
purch?.Fe<s.     half  p«un'^  at  orice.he  was  thg-^i-tht  extravp.-ri^nt ,  Sts^.c 

mastly  at-  . " 

"^.ev.  A.  T .  wrFe Iway  .  c  lo  ?e  s  hi  s  ""^f^eklet  9n  the  Sc Qt ch-Tri  i^h 
r  -    ;,  ,,r        --llowu/"^-  puhli^/i'-^  '1905/.  "^^oday 

the  Dwit  pr9sper©us  fcecti«n  of  the         Narth  State  is  jus,t  th?t 
section  v/hich  t'-^e  Sf^otcb-Irish  settlers  ch^se  for  their  hGTne<v,  it 
i.        ^fi-^.t  r  u:.^  ..i'  peoplr.       -  -        -    '^  -^      ■  have  nc  '  "far. 
They  stan^:  for  truth  aM  rij-ht.  Their  fault  is  sometimes:  that 
thrift  fi.e^^enerates  into  penuriousneEs,  They  keep  the  Sahhath  -^-md 

'  -  '  :    '"  '-^^-^     V  ^ '  ^rpen.  Put  they  have  ,  had  -feQ 

ris,>it       h*xd  fdr  &o  mary  centuries;  tQ  e&tahlish  for  dthers  the 
f'ifference  hetv/een  Meum    anf!.  Teum  /mine  p,n6  thine/  that  we  rhoul'^ 
^''-■-'--^-r-  -  ■':irae  to  .  ot  ©ver  the  realization  of 

the  meum  at  last.    They  speak  the  truth,  an€  tha  they         v/?.nt  the 
uttermost  that  is  r'ue  them,  they  ^<si  not  want,  an r'  t^e^r  vn  ii         •*;,-  vr. 
a  farthin.^  more.  In  Mocklenhur:;  County  for     huiidred  years  of  re- 
corcf.ed  hi&tQTj  not  a  white  native  was  in^lctef  tor  larcenj^. 

Theirs  i*  the  race  of  the  h-^r^  hea-^.  hut  the  wot-h  hr 
the  ^^tiff  hackhone  hut  alig©   :"'      ■  achitvj.;^.;  hs.n'^ ,  ^"n.ey  h;:ve  clone 
their  £hare  in  workin-  rinciple^  of  civil  an^  relig"!  ous 

""iherty  anc"  ®f  erect.  institution n  of   •overnmcnt.  They  love 

or-Pnr         law  even  tho  their  fithtins;  propen^dties  may  mov/ari.ays 
hoom  in  lejal  contentions  of  which  there  i£  n®  profit.  Put  whether 
in  peace  or  war  th^^  Rtate         the  N?tiov         n -i_-.rt.  o-^  ^"^r  ^  ^-t-^- 
an-^i  heroic  strain  -   •         ^-^  ,  .entice.  Thwy  ^re  of  thocc 
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whQ  rwear       thelv  rnn  hurt 


change  not.  Tt  mi'Tht  he  fair 

-r  ■  ' 

'  7 

'  the  sijpprise^sj  p.nc!. 

^ t ur®.  -p/i  11 .  fini^'  them  imaft'ti  .  " 


Dr.  Charles  Harris  of  Poplar  Tent. 


Let  us  toe-in  our  nlstory  of  Dr.   Charles  Harris  with  his 
father,  also  named  Charles.     The  first  Charles  was  one  of  seven 
brothers  wno  came  to  America,  from  Scotland  with  tneir  father, 
Samuel.     The  a^ea  father  aied  just  as  land  was  si^^ited,  and  was 
Duriea  by  his  sons  on  lianhattan  Island  in  1728.     The  sons  William, 
James,   Tnomas,   Samuel,  Robert,  ana  Cnarles,    (ana  sister  Margaret) 
maae  their  v;ay  to  Pennsylvania.     Several  remained  there,  one 
namea  Jonn  is  supposed  to  have  settlea  Karrisour^,  ana  to  nave 
fcjiven  it  nis  name.     One  orother  went  to  Delaware,  ana  tnree  came 
to  North  Carolina  ana  settled  in  ana  near  what  was  later  to  oe 
known  as  Poplar  T  entj  ai  one,  t-^e  banks  of  Rocky  River.  These 
three  brotners  were  James,  Robert  ana  Charles. 

Charles'  first  vvife  was  Jane  licllhenny,  ana  tney  had  several 
chilaren.  ( Six.  )     His  secona  wife  was  known  as  "txie  wiaow  Baker." 
Her  gjiven  name  v/as  Elizabeth,  and  she  was  the  aau^jiiter  of  the  Rev. 
Jonn  Tnompsoa,   first  Presbyterian  missionary  in  these  parts.  Rev. 
Jonn  Tnompson  was  tne  first  person  to  preach  under  the  Poplar  Tree 
to  crowas  ejatiaerea  tuere  to  near  the  e^ospel,   but  was  not  a  pastor 
to  Poplar  Tent  cnurch.     That  came  mucn  later  than  nis  aay. 

Charles  Duilt  nis  homesteaa  ana  oej-an  acquiring  lana.  Amone. 
his  papers  still  in  existence,   is  a  lana  ^rant  of  one  nunarea  and 
fifty  acres  to  Charles  Harris  from  Geore>e  the  Thira  of  En^^^la.nd. 
The  ^rsaat  is  signea  by  "our  Trusty  ana  U'ell-Delovea  William  Try  on, 
Esq.   Captain  G-enera.l  ana  G-overnor  in  Chief.  "     It  is  oatea  "in  the 
tentn  year  of  our  reij^n — Anno  Domini  1769.     See  copy  of  Charles' 
Will.  , 

Charles  Harris  ana  Elizabeth  (BaKer)  Harris  had  several 
cnildren.     They  were  Samuel  ana  Cnarles,   ana  James,  who  aied  at 
the  a^e  of  sixteen.     Samuel  e^aauatea  from  Princeton  ana  continued 
on  tnere  as  professor.     He  remained  at  tnat  institution  until  his 
aeath  from  "a  pluerisy"  in  nis  early  thirties,  ana  is  ouriea  in 
tne  ola  Princeton  Durying,  e.^^^'-u^o-- 

Tne  otner  surviving  child  of  this  union  was  Dr.  Charles 
Harris,  who  was  oorn  Novemoer  23ra.    1762  (and  aied  Sept.  21,1825) 
in  Mecklenourfo  County,  now  Caoarrus .     I  quote  from  Wneelers • 
Historical  Sketches  of  Nortn  Carolina  Vol.   2,  Pae^e  68.  "Dr. 
Cnarles  Harris  of  this  county  was  aistin^iUisnea  as  a  patriot,  a 
solaier,  ana  pnysician.       He  was  Dorn  in  this  county,  vmen 
I'iecklenDurfc,,   in  1763.   (Should  by  1762)     While  pursuing  his  studies 
at  Charlotte,  the  invasion  of  the  r-ritish  causea  him  to  excnane^e 
the  ^own  for  the  sword.     He  Joinea  the  corps  of  cavalry  unaer 
Col.  William  Davie,  ana  was  witn  tnat  active  officer  in  his  brave 
ana  daring,  career.     After  the  war  was  over  (tne  Revolution)  he 
resumea  nis  stuaies  at  Clio  Acaaemy,   in  Ireaell.     He  coumiencea 
tne  stuay  of  meaicine  under  Dr.   Isaac  Alexanaer,   at  Gainoen,  S.C. 
and  linisnea  at  Pnilaaelphia.     On  nis  return  ne  settlea  at  Salisour;^ 
ana  practices  witn  success.     He  tnen  removea  to  Favoni,   uis  seat 
in  Caoarrus,   wnere  ne  enaea  his  aays.     Devotea  to  ills  profession, 
ne  was  unrivallea  as  a  pnysician  ana  sur^^eon.     His  reputation  was 
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wiQely  extsnded,  ana  his  skill  ana  success  justified  his  cele- 
Drity.     He  had  a  meaicai  scnool  ana  instructea  ninty-tnree  youn^; 
men  in  the  healino  art.     His  temper  was  cheerful  ana  His  manner 
mild.     He  aied  Seotemoer  -^1,   1825.     He  left  several  cnilaren. 
'.Villiaiii  Shakespeare  Karris  Esq.   ©ne  of  tnem  representea  Cabarrus 
CounLy  in  the  House  of  Comiaons  in  1836.     I  copy  the  following 
from  his  tombstone: 

"Tnis  monument  is  erectea  to  perpetuate  tne  memory  of  Charles 
Karris  L.I.D.   Dorn  23ra.  NovemDer  1762,   died  2l8t.   of  Septemoer 
1825,  a^^ea  63  years.     Dr.  Harris  v\^as  ent^agea  in  the  practice  of 
raeaicine  ano-  surgery  forty  years;   eminent  in  tne  former,   in  tne 
latter,   preeminent.     He  wes  a  man  of  extensive  readings,    of  an 
acute  inquisitive  raind,   frienaly  to  all  ana  oelovea  by  all.  His 
heart  entered  deeply  into  the  sufferings  of  his  pal?ients,  minbling, 
the  meal  cine  ne  aoministerea  with  tne  feelings  of  a  friend.  He 
livea  usefully  ana  died  resie^nea,   ano.  we  humPly  trust  through  the 
sovereie,n  virtue  of  the  all-nealint,  meaicine  of  the  G-reat  Pnysi- 
cian  ne  was  preparea  to  rest  in  this  tomb,  wnere  the  wicked  cease 
from  trouoline;  and  the  weary  are  at  rest.  " 

Dr.  Charles  Harris  travellea  to  Pnilaaelphia  to  attena  the 
University  of  Pennsylvanis  on  horseback,  accompanied  by  a  colored 
manservant.     The  sadalebag^e  were  laden  with  precious  inaigjO  to  be 
excnan^ea  for  money  for  college  expenses.     He  ^raduatea  witn  honor 
from  this  institution. 

Tne  olo.  lo^  Duilain^)  wnicn  hoasea  tne  raeaical  scnool  at  Poplar 
Tent  was  stanain^,  until  some  fifteen  years  afc,o,   vmen  it  was  des- 
troyed by  tne  present  owner. 

Dr.  Harris  marrieo.  twice.     First  to  nis  cousin,  Sarah  Harris, 
wnose  fatner,   James  was  a  sieger  of  tne  Iviec^LlenDure^  Declaration 
of  Inaepenaence .     They  uaa  two  cnilaren.     Dr.   Samuel  Stannope 
Harris,    oorn  1798,  (aied  Jan.  i^O,  lb47 )   ana  a  aaue>i"iter  Harriet. 

Tne  secona  vvife  of  Dr.  Harris  was  Lydia  Brevara  Houston, 
daue/iter  of  Capt.  James  Houston,  Ireaell  county,   of  Revolutionary 
war  fame.     As  mentioned  Defore  in  quotine^  from  Wneelers'  Historical 
Sketcnes,   tney  naa  tvvo  cnilareii,   Cnarles  Jay  corn  1806  ana  diea 
1889  (father  of  the  present  G-en.   Snakespeare  Harris)  and  vVilliam 
SiiaKespeare  Harris,   born  November  1815  and  aiea  October  lb75. 


Tne  following,  is  from  nis  wife's  tomostone  in  Poplar  Tent 


Cemetery 

In  Memory  of 

Lyaia  Harris 
Relict  of 
Dr.   Cnarles  Harris 
Born  dtn.  I/Iay  1779 
Marti ed  26th.  Nov.  1805 
Diea  24tn.   Nov.  Id47 


Useful  ana  benevolent  in  life 
Sne  cultivated  assiduously 
Tne  Christian's  faitn 
And  aied 

In  tne  Cristian's  hope 
Lovea  ana  lamentea  oy  all 


"And  tney  snail  by  mine 
See  Will  of  Dr.  Cnarles  Harris. 
Early  p-.raveyards  of  the  Poplar  Tent  Section. 
Hunter  Graveyard. 


The  first  person  to  be  ouried  in  tnis  place  was  a  Mrs.  Clark. 
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An  account  of  iier  deatn  is  gjiven  in  my  grandfather's  Historical 
Sketcn  of  Poplar  Tent.     "tne  Clark  family  ana  name  iffave  ootn  De- 
come  extinct — not  a  tract  is  left  except  tne  mouna  of  tne  loe-j- 
cabin  ciiimney  on  tne  east  margin  of  Clark's  Creek,  near  tne  bridi:3e, 
nov/  barrin^er's.     Clark  was  a  Scotch-Irisn  immii:i>rant  from  Penn. 
A  man  of  uncommon  energy,   over-mastering  comuion  sense,  olaraeless 
life  ana  enaowea  witn  unaaunted  courage.     Soon  after  iiis  settlement 

nere,  naving  Droutjnt  v^ith  nim  a  jaoune^  anabeautiful  wife —  the 
Cherokee  Inaians  maae  an  incursion  into  the  neif^iDornooa,  prowlea 
arouna  the  log-cabin,  killea  and  scalpea  her,  and  made  their  es- 
cape Defore  Clark  could  res-ch  home  from  an  adjacent  field,  in 
wnich  he  was  at  work.     Black  ana  Harris,  who  were  nearest  nelcA- 
Dors  or  Clarks'  were  ooth  absent  from  home  when  ibhis  frig^itful 
and  laelancnoly  event  occured.     Owlng^  to  the  fact  that  there  v/pre 
no  saw-mills  as  yet  erected  in  the  country,   tnere  coula  oy  no 
lumoer  procurea  wherewitn  to  make  a  suitaDle  coffin.     Hence,   the  body 
of  Clark's  wife  was  wrapped  in  a  olanket,  removed  in  a  slea  aoout  ' 
two  miles  to  a  bluff  on  Rocky  River,  now  G-eor^^e  C.  LlcClure's  and 
v;as  buriea  oy  an  Irish  Donoman  and  an  African  slave.     Tnus  tne 
nucleus  of  the  oldest  ^TRvejaTa  in  Caoarrus  was  inaue>ura.t ea;  it 
lies  aoout  two  miles  soutnwest  of  Poplar  Tent  Church,  ana  contains 
the  ashes  of  all  the  early  Presoy terians  of  this  section. "  Some 
of  tne  names  ana  dates  of  persons  ouriea  there: 

RoDert  Karris      Diea  3-29-1803      k^e  66  years. 

Margaret  Harris    Died  11-10-1792  A&e 

Col.  Geo.   Alexanaer    Died  9-8-1814    Ae,e  71  years. 

Margaret  Alexanaer    Diea  >:^-28-1819    Age  71  years. 

Also  graves  of  I.Ieeks  ana  Calloways. 

Adam  Meeit  was  one  of  the  early  settlers.     His  lana  aajoinea 
that  of  tne  first  Cnarles  Harris.     Aaam  also  was  one  of  the  wit- 
nesses of  Charles'  will. 


The  Harris  Graveyard 

This  was  a  family  ouryine,  t^^o^^na  for  the  Harris  family.  Tne 
three  ori5;.inal  orothers ,   their  families,  ana  some  of  their  aecend- 
ants.     After  Poplar  Tent  CximKch  was  establisnea,   some  of  tiie  boaies 
formerly  restin^^  in  the  ola  Harris  ^raveyara  were  removea  to  Poplar 
Tent.     Some  or  tiie  names  ana  aates  still  legible  are: 

Sarah  Harris        Died    11-3-1303    Age  37( first  wife  of  Dr.  Charles) 

Sara  Harris  Casxi    Diea    11-17-1823    Age  30 

Dr.   Samuel  Stanhope  Harris     Diea     1-20-1847    Ae^e  48 

James  H.   Harris     Diea  4-4-1827    A^e.  16 

RoDert  E.  Harris    Died    b-4-1822    A^e  4 
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V/ill  of  Charles  Harris  Sr. 

North  Carolina  May  3,  1776 

I.Iecklenburfc,  County 

In  the  name  of  God,  amen.     I  Charles  Harris  of  tne  County  and 
province  aforesaid  oein^,  in  ^ooa  nealtn  of  body  and  sound  mind  and 
memory,   tnanks  be  j-,iven  to  God  tnerefor;   calling  to  mina  tne  mor- 
tality of  the  Dody  ana  tnat  it  is  appoint ea  for  all  men  to  die. 
Do  make  ana  ordain  this  my  last  will  and  testament,   ana  tnat  is  to 
say  principally  ana  first  of  all,   I  ^Ive  ana  bequeatn  ray  precious 
soul  unto  Goa  who  ^ave  it,  ana  my  mortal  body  I  recommena  to  the 
earth  to  he  buried  in  Decent  Manner  at  the  aiscretion  of  my  Exr.s. 
notnine,  doubtin^,  tnat  at  the  general  resurrection,  I  sna.ll  recieve 
the  same  reunited  to  my  soul  by  the  Mie/ity  power  of  Goa.  Ana 
toucnine,  such  worldly  ^oods  as  Goa  has  been  pieased  to  bless  me 
with,  in  this  life,   I  t^ive,  aemise,  ana  bequeatn  the  same  in  the 
followingj  manner,  ana  form. 

1st.  I  allow  all  ray  lawful  aebts  to  be  paid. 

Seconaly,   I  g^ive  ana  bequeatn  to  my  olaest  daughter,   Llartha,  five 
shillin^^s . 

Thiraly,   I  oequeatn  to  saia  Martha's  olaest  daui^nter,  Jane  Harris, 
twenty-five  pounas  to  oe  paid  ner  as  soon  as  she  is  married,  ana 
also,  loequea.tn  to  tne  above  Ilartna's  secona  son,   Charles  Edward 
Harris,   twenty-five  pounas,  to  be  paid  him  as  soon  as  he  comes  of 
a^^e. 

Fourth.  I  oive  ana  bequeatn  to  ray  olaest  son,  Robert,  all  that  tract 
of  lana  lyin^  on  tne  west  siae  of  Broaa  River  on  ootn  siaes  of 
Brown  Creek  ana  150  acres  joinine,  saia  tract,   ana  tne  nej^ro  ooy 
Jack,  witn  one  naif  ray  wearing,  apparel. 

5th.   I  bequeatxi  to  ay  son  Thomas  one  naif  of  my  v/earine,  apparel. 

othly  I  bequeatn  to  my  two  dau^ters,  Mart>aret  Alexanaer,   ana  Jane 
Reese,  to  eacn  of  them,   five  shilling's  sterlingj,. 

7thly.     I  leave  ana  bequeatn  to  my  son  Ja^aes  on  hundrea  pounas  to 
be  kept  in  the  nands  of  ray  son  Samuel  a,na  ne  to  pay  tne  interest 
or  it  yearly  to  James,    of  wnoever  takes  care  oi'  nim,  ana  that 
must  be  any  of  nis  i.Iotner's  (People)  he  chooses  to  live  v/itn,  ana 

,when  he  aies,   I  oraer  said  hunarea  pounas  to  be  equally  aivided 
amongst  all  ray  chilaren  to  ray  first  wife. 

Sthly.     I  bequeatn  to  ray  son  Samuel  ana  Cnarles  all  tnat  tract  of 
land  on  whicn  I  now  live  v/ith  tnat  tract  of  loL  callea  tne  Rich 
Hill  ana  also  one  nundreo.  andfifty  acres  on  the  bie,  run  west  of 
said  land.  Likewise  that  lana  I  purcnasea  from  John  Mitchell,  lyint^ 
on  uie  milky  or  oa.ck  run,  ana  that  forty  acres  I  Dou^it  from  Adaiifl 
Lleek. 

9thly.     I  e^ive  ana  oequeatn  to  the  issue  of  my  son  Tnomas,  lawfully 
begotten,  all  tnat  tract  of  lana  I  bou^^t  of  Rob '  t  Brevara  lyin^j 
on  Beaver-aam  Creek,   containing  six  hundrea  acres  to  be  equally 
diviaea  amon^^st  them  all,  wnen  the  younoSst  comes  of  afee  accorain^ 
to  law,  tiieir  Motner  to  nave  ner  maintenance  of  it  aurine^,  ner  life 
or  wiaowhood. 

lOthly.   I  bequeatn  to  ray  v/ell  belovea  wife,   Elizaoetn  on  tiiira  of 
all  my  personal  estate  aurin^,  ner  life  or  continuance  a  wiaow, 
ana  it  sne  marries,   I  c^raer  her  to  x^ave  one  ^ooa  featner  oea  and 
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necessary  clotninfo  ana  her  choice  oi'  all  tiie  horses  oelintjirie,  to 
the  estate,   Samuel's  mare  ana  her  issue  exceptea,   and  twenty  pounds, 
ana  the  ne^ro  wench  Dinah  aurinj^  her  life,   ana  wnen  sne  aies,  the 
saia  Dinan  ana  her  issue  to  ^,0  to  my  two  sons  Samuel  ana  Cnarles- 
llthly.     I  fcive  ana  Dequeath  to  my  two  sons  Samuel  ana  Ciiarles  all 
and  every  part  of  my  estate  not  oefore  mentioned  ana  if  eitner  of 
them,  aies  oefore  they  come  of  a^e,   their  part  to  ^^o  to  tne  sur- 
viving, Drotner,  ana  if  they  botn  die  in  their  non  at,e,   tneir  part 
is  to  oe  equally  aividea  amon^^st  all  ray  cnildren. 
Ana  lastly,   I  do  nereoy  nominaLe  my  aear  wife,   Elizabeth,   and  my 
well  Deloved  sons  Robert  Harris,  ana  Greor^e  Alexander,  executors 
of  tiiis  lase  will  ana  testament.     In  witness  wnereof  I  have 
herunto  set  my  nana  ana  seal  tnis  the  3ra.   day  of  Liay  17?6. 
Sie,nea,   sealea,  puolisnea  c^.na  deliverea  by  the  aoove  namea  Charles 
Ha.rris  as  his  last  will  ana  testament,   in  tne  presence  of  us. 


James  Gardner 
William  G-a.rdner 
Aaam  Lleek 


Cnarles  Harris 
Eliz.  Harris 


(Seal) 
(Seal) 
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Will  of  Dr.   Charles  Harris 


In  the  name  of  G-oa  Araen.     I,   Charles  Harris  of  Favoni,  in 
county  of  Cabarrus  and  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  at  present  in 
aeclinine,  nealt-n  of  ooay ,  but  possessea  of  full  intellectual  powers, 
wiLh  tnanKfulness  to  Almintnty  G-oa  for  his  precious  olessing,  do 
rnaive  ana  oraain  this  instrument  wnerein  I  am  now  aeclarin^^  tne  sen- 
timents of  my  mina  to  De  my  lasL  will  ana  testament. 

I  recommend  my  soul  to  tne  keeping  of  Almint^nty  God  my  Creator, 
hQpin^  assuredly  tnat  tnrouji  the  merits  of  Jesus  Christ,   our  only 
Saviour  to  be  made  oy  a  partaker  of  life  everlasting,  ana  my  Dody  to 
the  earth  whereof  it  was  made. 

I  v/ill  that  all  my  aeots  siiall  Pe  paia  as  soon  as  my  Executors 
shall  fina  it  convenient  to  ao  so,   with  justice  and  propriety. 

I  have  portionea  off,  ana  put  into  the  possession  of  ray  son, 
Samuel  Stanhope,   lana  ana  otner  property,  whicn  at  tne  time,   I  con- 
siaerea  to  be  larg,e  diviaend,     I  nave  tnerefore  to  will  nim  a  suc- 
cessful issue  of  the  portion  I  have  already  g^iven  him,  to^etaer 
witn  a  small  Dequeathment  nereafter  mentioned. 

I  will  ana  bequeath  to  my  vv'ife,   Lyaia,  all  tnat  portion  of  land 
on  whicn  I  now  live,   oouna  by  tne  line  of  aivision  of  tne  lana  which 
I  Dou^iit  of  Natnaniel  G-ilmore,   Sr.   and  tne  place  v;nere  Josian  Gil- 
more  now  lives,  ana  tne  barany  line,   thence  a  soutn  alon^  said  line 
until  it  scrapes  Rocky  River,   tnence  up  Rocky  River  with  its  various 
mounaers,   unLil  tt  toucnes  the  corner  or  tne  lines  aividine,  my  land 
from  Josiah  Giluiore's  wnere  he  now  lives. 

The  a.foresaia  lind  I  will  ana  bequeatn  to  my  wife,  Lyaia, 
auringj  her  natural  life  ana  after  ner  aeath  to  my  son,  William 
Shake spear. 

I  will  ana  bequeatn  to  my  son,   Cnarles  Jay,   all  tne  lana  I  now 
hola  on  the  ii,ast  siae  of  the  Barany  line. 

I  will  ana  bequeath  to  my  son,   James  Houston,  all  the  land  on 
the  west  siae  or  Rocky  River  except  so  raucn  as  will  oe  necessary  in 
the  estimation  oi  my  Executors  to  be  taken  off  James  part,  ana  adaed 
to  Cnarles  part,  to  make  tnem  of  equal  value,  and  tnat  such  portion 
De  laia  off  the  lower  part  of  James  snare. 

I  will  anabequeatn  to  ray  wife,   Lyaia,   one  ne^^ro  woman  nameeL 
Tabitna,  having,  been  oegueathed  to  her  by  ner  father. 

I  will  that  tne  whole  of  ray  neg^ro  property  remain  in  common 
stock  upon  the  farm  until  ray  son,   Charles  arrives  at  the  a^^e  of 
twenty  one  years  and  then  they  be  aividea  in  to  two  equal  shares, 
as  nearly  as  raay  oe  by  my  Executors  of  tnree  disinterestea  free- 
holaers,   ana  tnat  my  wife  and  ray  son,  William  have  one  half  incluaing 
Tilly  ana  all  ner  chilaren,   ana  Alek,  Polly  ana  Wasnine^ton,  ana 
if  my  son  William  should  live  to  the  a^e  of  twenty  one  years  tnen 
those  negroes  snail  be  so  aividea  tnat  ray  wife  shall  have  one  half 
ana  ray  son,  William  the  other  half. 

I  ?/ill  tnat  Lhe  otner  half  of  my  negroes  oe  aiviaea  equally 
between  my  son,   Cnarles  ana  James,  ana  it  is  my  will  that  one  of 
tnem  shall  nave  Bod,  ana  hie  family,   ana  tne  otiier  Sara  ana  his 
family,   so  that  families  be  not  separated. 

If  eitner  of  my  son,  Charles,   James  or  William  shoula  aie 
before  he  arrives  at  the  a^e  of  twenty  one  years,   I  will  tnat  tne 
surviving,  full  orotners  shall  inherit  tne  portion  that  I  have  oe- 
queatnea  to  tne  one  that  snail  nave  aeceasea.     If  ray  wife,  Lyaia, 
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should  aie  vvithout  a  will  I  do  hereby  oequeatn  the  share  of  my 
estste  Defore  oequeatnea  to  her  to  oe  equally  aivlaea  oetween  ner 
survivifie^  chllaren. 

I  will  to  my  wife  Lyaia  all  my  medicine  ana  all  ray  snop  fur- 
niture,  to^etner  witn  all  my  religious  books. 

I  will  ana  bequeath  to  my  son,    Samuel  Stanhope,   all  my  sur- 
gical ano  meaical  books,   toe^ether  with  all  my  surg^icfil  instruments, 
of  every  aeecription. 

I  will  thao  all  tne  remainaer  of  my  Dooks,   Classical,  Phil©- 
sophical,   Astronomical,  Uathematica.l,   Geographical,   in  short, 
books  of  evei'y  aeecription,  not  heretofore  naraea  ana  bequeathea, 
tOe^eiiner  v/ith  aH  my  maps,   charts,   ^l^Des  and  mathematical  instru- 
ments oe  in  common  stock,   the  property  of  my  three  sons,  Charles, 
James  and  William,  until  William  arrives  at  the  a^e  oi  tv/enty  one 
years,   for  the  purpose  of  encouraejin^j  them  to  the  improvement  of 
their  intellectual  powers, and  when  my  son,  ?/illiam,  arrives  at  the 
a^e,   tnen  my  son  Samuel  Stanhope  shall  nave  an  equal  snare  in  the 
aoove  named  oooks,   cnarts  ana  instruments,  ana  then  eitner  of  tne 
orothers  snail  be  at  liberty  to  aispose  of  nls  snare  in  tne  common 
stock  to  the  other. brothers. 

I  v/ill  ana  oequeatxi  to  my  wife,  all  ray  householc  ana  kitchen 
furniture  ana  aoraestic  machinery  of  every  aescription,   to  be  used 
for  the  common  aavanta^e  of  herself  ana  ner  chilaren.     I  will  that 
all  v/earine~  apparel  be  disposea  of  by  my  wife  amon^^st  my  chilaren. 

I  will  that  7fhatever  money  may  be  on  nana  at  li^y  aeatn  ahd 
wnatever  may  be  collectea  of  aeots  due  me,  shall  be  used  in  payment 
of  ray  Just  deots,  ana  if  anything  further  be  necessary,  the  ae- 
ficiency  be  raaae  up  out  of  my  property  previous  to  a  aivision. 

I  will  that  such  repairs  on  the  awelline:,  nouse  as  may  be 
necessary  to  renaer  it  a  confortaole  resiaence,   ana  sucn  our  Duila- 
in^s  as  may  oy  necessary  for  carrying^  on  a  farm  to  aavanta^e,  oe 
made  out  of  the  common  stock,   that  is  out  of  ray  eatate  previous 
to  a  aivision 

I  will  ana  bequeatn  to  my  ^rana  aaUotiter,  Sarah  Harriet  Cash, 
one  ne^^ro  man  named  Jim  ana  his  v/ife  Katy  anatneir  cnildren  Betsey 
ana  Jonn  ana  a  si^l  na.mea  Cyntnia. 

I  will  tnat  tne  above  naraea  ne^i^oes  be.retainea  in  tne  care 
ana  keepino  of  my  son,   Samuel  Stanhope,  until  ray  e^ranaaaUfonter 
Saran  Harriet  Casn  snail  arrive  at  tne  a^^e  of  tv/enty  one  years  and 
tnat  the  profits  arisiue  from  saia  nee,roes  shall  be  entirely  at  tne 
aisposal  of  my  son,   Samuel  Stannope,   ana  the  time  and  moaes  of  pay- 
ment for  the  use  and  benefit  of  my  es^anadau^^nt er,   Saraxi  Harriet  Cash, 
Siiall  oe  wholly  in  the  power  ana  at  tne  aiscretion  oi  my  son,  Samuel 
Stanhope.     Ana  I  will  that  if  Dr.   Inf^oaosier  Casn  or  any  person  in 
his  name,   or  for  his  use,   sHall  at  any  time  institute  a  suit  or 
suits  at  law  of  in  equity  respectinb  the  property  whicn  I  have  oe- 
queathea  to  my  fo^'andaaubiiter,   Saran  Harriet  Casn,   tnat  all  the  ex- 
pense of  sucn  suit  or  suits  shall  oe  paia  out  of  the  profits  aris- 
ing, from  saia  negroes  or  if  necessary,  paia  out  of  tne  origjinal 
stock. 

I  will  that  if  any  property  shall  be  founa  Delonfoin^  to  my 
estate  wnicn  aas  not  been  specially  bequeathea,   then  it  be  equally 
aiviaea  oetween  ray  wife  ana  my  three  sons,   Charles,   James  and 
William. 
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I  ao  hereby  constitute  and  appoint  my  wife,   Lydia,  my  son, 
Samuel  Stanhope,  my  orotner  in  Isw,   Dr.   Joel  Houston,  a.na  Dr. 
Rooert  LIcKenzie  to  execute  this  my  last  will  and  testament,  and 
I  do  here Dy  solemnly  revoke  ana  annul  all  will  Dy  me  formerly  made. 

Declarea,   si^^nea  ana  sealed  in  tne 
presence  of  tne  suoscribine,  witnesses 

this  19th  day  of  Sept'r.   1825.  CHARLES  HARRIS 

Jonn  RoDinson 
Wills  on  J.  LicRee. 


I  will  tnat  all  ny  stock  of  horses,   cattle,  ho^^s,   sheep  ana 
so  forti. ,   tOe;.ether  with  my  farming  utensils  of  every  kina  witxx 
v/a^ons,  e>ears,  plou^/is  ana  so  fortu  oe  kept  on  tne  farm  in  tne 
possession  of  my  wife  until  my  son,   Cnarles  arrives  at  tne  a^^e  of 
twenty  one  years,   ana  then  tnat  ne  oe  entitleo  Lo  one-fourth  part 
of  such  stock  ana  farmin^  utensils  ana  tnat  tne  other  tnree-f ourths 
remain  in  tne  possession  of  my  wife  until  my  son,  James  arrives  at 
the  ae,e  oi  twenty  one  years,   ana  tnen  tnat  ne  oe  entitlea  to  one 
tnird  part  ana  that  tne  remainaer  oe  in  the  possession  of  my.  wife 
until  my  son  vailiam  arrives  at  tne  a^^e  of  twenty  one,  and  that 
ne  be  entitlea  to  one  half. 


1 
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Dr.  Cnarles  V/llson  Harris 
Publisnea  in  Serai-VYeekly  Sentinel-  Concord,   N.G.  Au^^ust  7,  1869 


Charles  Wilson  Harris  came  from  one  of  our  best  Liecklenbure^ 
families.     His  father,  Robert  Harris,  was  an  uncommon  man;   an  elder 
in  tne  Presoyterian  ciiurcn,   a  t^allant  ana  true  solaier  of  the  Rev- 
olution, wno  lost  his  rl^nt  arm  at  tne  oattle  of  G-uilfora,  but 
livea  many  years  to  oe,  himself  tne  rit^it  arm  of  the  Church  ana 
the  neie^noornood  in  which  he  lived. 

His  first  wife  was  a  Miss  Vfils on,  wno  diea  youn^-,  two  sons  and 
a  aaueJ:iter,   of  whom  Charles  Wilson  was  tne  elae&t,   oorn  1771,  at 
Mill^rove,   an  estate  tnen  lyinef.  in  Liecjilenourj^,   out  now  in  Cabarrus, 
and  in  the  possession  of  William  Skaitespear  Harris,   Esq.  his  cousin 
The  father  aftervirards  married  tlie  wiaow  of  G-en .  V/illiam  Lee  David- 
son,  wno  fell  aL  Cowan's  Ford,  ana  whose  name  ana  fame  are 
perpetuatea  in  Davlason  College.     Llrs.  Davidson  was  a  Brevard 
ana  sister  of  tne  author  of  the  Mecklenburg,  Declaration.     By  this 
laay  Charles  V/ilson  was  Drout,ht  up. 

He  Wr.  s  a  e^raauate  of  Princeton,   ana  soon  after  returninei>  to 
North  Carolina  ,  thoue^n  his  aestination  wss  tne  Bar,  he  v/as  inauced 
to  ta/^e  the  Professorship  of  Llatnematics  au  Cnapel  Hill,   at  the  first 
opening  of  the  University  in  1796,  principally  by  tne  influence  of 
C-en.   Da.vie,   vmo  was  a  warm  personal  friend,   ana  unaer  7«hom  he  studied 
Law.     He  unaertook  it  v/itn  tne  express  stipulation  that  it  snoula 
only  oe  for  a  short  v^hile,  ana  meanwhile  usea  all  nis  influence 
Vv'iLii  Joseph  Calawell,   then  a  tutor  at  Princeton,   to  inauce  nim  to 
Decome  nis  successor.     His  letters  v/riLten  in  '96  snow  tnat  nis 
purpose  is  to  oe  a  lawyer,  ana  to  attain  aisLinction  in  tnat  pro- 
fession was  Yerj   strong.     His  collea^^ues  were  Rev.   Davia  Kerr,  a 
Scotcu  Irisn  Presoyterian  from  Trinity  Colleoe,   Duolin,  Rev.  S. 
Holmes,   teacner  of  tne  Prep.   Department.     Mr.   Kerr  was  tne  presid- 
ing, officer,  ana  a  man  of  ability,   but  an  lnna.ppy  scanaal  compelled 
him  to  resic^n  "Mucn  a-ainst  nis  will"  in  tne  first  year.  Mr. 
Harris,  accoraingj  to  ti-a.dition,  was  tne  master  spirit  of  tne  Faculty 
thoUod  not  a  "Rev.  "  ana  not  tnen  even  a  Believer  in  tne  CJaristian 
religion.     He  was  inaeea  a  man  of  e>enious,  of  finisnea  eaucation,  of 
accomplishea  manners  ana  of  acknowledfc,ed  aoility  in  all  tne  aepart- 
raents  of  life.     Yet  from  all  we  can  learn  of  him,  ana  his  associates, 
his  ascenaency  must  be  ascrioea  uO  the  coura&e  ana  innate  super- 
iority E^iven  by  an  unspotted  moral  character,   ana  tne  conscious- 
ness of  sustained  noiior  ana  nsoitual  purity. 

Letters  to  Caldwell 

His  letters,  thouj^n  few  in  numoer,  are  exceeaiii^^ly  interesting. 
One  aatea  July  24,179o,   f^lves  a  full  account  of  tne  infant  University, 
its'   conaition,   ana  prospects,   of  tne  state  of  society  in  Cnapel 
Hill,  ana  what  Mr.  Calawell  was  to  expect  if  he  shoula  deciae  to 
come.     Tne  salary  attacnea  to  his  Professorship  was  $500.00  "witn 
prospect  of  a  raise".     By  Mr.  Kerrs '   deoarture  ne  was  tnen  actin^ 
Presiaent,    but  ne  aia  not  fina  the  auties  oppresive,  "recievine, 
my  reward  in  finaine,  myself  useful  to  an  Institution  zealously 
patronizea  oy  the  whole  State". 
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There  were  nominally  six  Professorships,   only  two  of  whicii 
had  oeen  filled.     There  were  100  stuaents,   incluaingj  the  Prep. 
Department,  ana  boara  was  Forty  Dollars  a  Year.     The  people  of 
Chapel  Kill  and  the  neiohDorhood  were  exceeaing^ly  ruae  and  illi- 
terate, necessitatinb  a  riae  of  12  miles  to  Hillsooro  in  order  to 
enjoy  "Society".     Anu  if  lir.   Calawell  shoula  aecice  to  corae,  ne 
had  Detter  urin^,  an  extra  supply  of  linen,   broadclotn,  stociiintsS, 
etc.    "Such  thine,s  beingj  difficult  to  procure  in  tnss  country". 

Mr.  Harris  resumed  his  profession  at  Halifax,   enjoyine^  the 
frienasnip  of  Davie  ana  with  every  prospecL  of  succeeaine^  to  nis 
practice  ana  influence.     His  career  was  orief,   out  orilliant. 
In  1802  Davie  ana  some  otner  aistinj^uished  frienas  prevailea  on 
nim  to  accept  a  place  on  the  Bencn,   but  in  the  fa.ll  of  that  year, 
Pulmonary  Consumption  uad  so  eviaently  markea  him  for  its  own,  and 
its  prog^ress  became  so  rapia  tnat  he  refused  to  allow  his  name  to 
eO  oefore  tiie  Legislature. 

By  slow  ana  saa  de^^rees,  ne  relinquished  his  business  ana 
pursuits,   and  in  1803  muae  a  last  vain  attempt  to  baffle  his  insi- 
aious  aises.se  by  visiting^  the  West  Inaies.     He  returnea  thence  to 
Hew  YoTis.  in  Septemoer  1803,  ana  from  tnat  city  aaaressed  his  last 
letter  to  his  only  orotner,  tnen  a  prosperous  merchant  aoine,  busi- 
ness in  Cneraw  ana  Sneedsboro. 

Tne  letter  aatea  Sept.   12th.   180^  says  "Tne  yellow  fever  ia 
ra^^^ine,  in  this  city.     I  look  out  of  my  winaow  ana  see  scarcely  four 
o.oors  open  in  all  my  view;  tne  inhabitants  have  flea.     As  I  find  no 
vessels  nere  from  tne  Soutn,  ana  as  I  am  not  sole  to  travel  oy 
stae,e,   I  must  pernaps  wait  until  tne  wnite  frost  restores  neaiJth  and 
commerce  to  the  city."    He  arrived  at  his  father's  house  at  Mill- 
e,rove,  durin^^  the  fall,  ana  while  the  pleasant  weatner  of  the  Inaian 
summer  lasted,  went  to  pay  his  brother  a  final  visit. 

It  cannot  be  doubtea  that  there  was  very  little  religion  in 
N.C.  amont  tne  aducatea  classes  seventy-five  years  a.^^.     The  delus- 
ions of  infiael  philosophy  were  every  wnere  present.     C-en.  Davie, 
it  is  well  known,  was  confirmea  in  infiael  prineiples  while  at  tne 
Court  of  Fr.r..nce,  and  it  is  not  to  be  wonaerea  at  tnat  youn^  Harris, 
his  friena  ana  .jupil,   should  have  embraced  his  aistin^uished  pre- 
ceptors'  creed.     Ana  yet  they  both  naa  sprung,  f romPresby terian 
families,   ana  haa  been  rearea  in  Presoyterian  communities.  Davie 
in  V/axhaw  ana  Harris  in  Poplar  Tent.     7/itn  the  hioh  breeainj^s  cnarac- 
t eristics  of  that  day,  neitner  of  tnem  ever  soug-ht  to  obtruae 
their  infiael  sentiments.     In  none  of  Harris'  most  confiaential 
letters  ia  tnere  any  inaication  of  such  principles,  except  one 
adaresseo.  to  iiis  Uncle  in  wnich  ne  openly  aisavows  his  oelieifi  in 
tne  Christian  system. 

From  his  visit  to  Sneyasooro,  Ur.  Harris  never  returned.  His 
aisease  ^alneo.  ^rouna  so  rapidly,  that  his  fatner  v/as  sent  for  a.nd 
arrivea  only  in  time  to  see  his  last  days. 

These  last  aays  vi/ere  hov^ever,  his  oest  days,  by  tne  ^^race  of 
G-od.     Silent  ana  reservea  as  he  had  ever  oeen  on  the  suoject  of  his 
minor  feeline,s,  no  one  knew  whetner  any  cnan^e  had  taken  place  in 
his  views  or  not.     His  position  had  oeen  well  known  at  Cnapel  Hill. 
J.H.  Hooart,  afterwara  the  accomplishea  ana  supero  Bishop  of  the 
Diocese  of  hew  York  replying  ivov.   30 tn.   1796  to  a  letter  from  Dr. 
Calawell,   wno  naa  been  his  classmate  ana  associate  at  Princeton, 
says  "Witn  aue  respect  to  tne  Faculty  of  the  university  of  North 
Carolina,   I  must  say  they  constitute  as  motley  a  ^i^oup  as  I  nave 
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ever  iieara  of;  PresDj^terians,  Arians ,   Ini'ioels,   and  Roman  Catho- 
lics.    Bless  rae  J    vViia.t  a  collection  1 

V/hst  musb  nave  been  the  feelings  of  tne  veneraole  fatner  of 
Charles  \'L  Harris,  when  a  month  oefore  his  aeath  ne  formally  and 
solemnly  renounced  his  infidelity  assurin^^  his  frienas  tnat  he 
diea  in  the  faith  of  Christ,  humbly  expressinb  the  hope  in  Him  for 
his  salvation.     And  so  this  brilliant  youn^,  man  aied  in  peace,  in 
tne  montxi  of  December,   1803,  not  having  completea  nis  33ra.  year. 
He  was  buriea  in  Sneydsboro;  ana  a  marble  headstone  still  marks 
"his  resting  place. 


Elizaoeth  Harris  Worthrup 
Jan.   24th,  1935. 


XASLY  HISTORY  OF  ST«  JOHHS  CHtJROH  CABAtSUS  CO.,  R.  C. 


Cabarrus  Co.  la  k&owa  ia  tlie  aarly  raeords  aa  Maeklanburg  Co*  la 
which  it  ia  ineludad,  but  waa  foraed  iato  aaparata  eountiaa  in  tha  year 

im. 

Tha  aaatara  portioa  of  it  waa  aattlad  entiraXy  by  (Jarmaaa,  tha 
Boat  of  whoB  eaaa  from  PaaaaylTaaia, 

During  tha  larolutioaary  War,  a  aumber  of  Hoasiaa  aoldiara  dasartad 
from  tha  Brittiah  army  at  Saraanah,  aftar  the  aiaga  of  that  place,  aad 
found  their  way  to  tha  aarmaa  settXattaat  oa  Buteh  Bujffal©  Creak,  iater- 
marriad  with  the  aa  aattlara,  aad  this  parmaaaatly  located  there.  TJtay 
ia  a  meaaura  supplied  the  loss  of  so  maay  youag  man  ia  that  aattlemont 
who  had  saerifiead  their  liaaa  ia  tha  serTica  of  their  couatry.  This 
colony  suffered  ssTerely  duriag  that  dark  aad  bloody  period.     Although  ao 
regular  army  assailed  these  aermaas,  or  passed  ttiru  their  settlemeat, 
yet  they  had  to  coatead  much  with  the  Toriaa,  while  maay  of  their  youag 
mea  aaliatad  ia  the  Americaa  army.      Oae  family  named  Sehwartswalder 
had  aeTen  soas,  four  of  whom  where  ia  the  Battle  of  Camdea,  3.  C.  aad 
two  or  three  of  thaift  fouad  soldiar^a  graras  upoa  that  battlef  iold  ha-fiag 
loat  their  lives  ia  the  service  of  their  couatry.        Other  shared  the  same 
fata  while  those  at  ho&a  had  aareral  akirmiahas  with  tha  Toriaa. 

Tha  followiag  accouat  of  tha  aatioa,  which  oaa  of  thaaa  early 
settlers  took  ia  the  war  for  iadapeadeaea  ia  giTea  by  oae  of  his  graadsoas 
aad  may  be  fouad  iateraatiag: 

"Joha  Paul  Barriagar,  who  took  aa  actiTS  part  ia  all  aetire  matters 
waa  known  aa  Captaia  Barriagar  loag  before  the  Rerolutioa  hariag  beaa 
bora  ia  Oermaay  ia  1721  aad  comiag  to  Americaa  ih  1743  was  eatirely  too 
old  for  regular  aarriee,  took  the  lead  agaiaat  the  Tories  ia  his  seetioa, 
aad  ao  Odioua  did  he  become  to  them  for  hla  efficieat  aad  uaceaaing  efforts 
agaiuat  them,  that  they  surprised  him  ia  his  bed  at  aight,  aad  poated  him 
off  aa  a  priaoaar  to  Camden,  where  ke  remained  ia  coaf iaemeat  for  ssTeral 
Boaths,  if  act  during  the  remainder  of  the  war.       In  the  meantime  the 
Tories  destroyed  and  stole  most  of  his  property,  and  left  hia  family,  thea 
afflicted  with  smallpox,  ia  a  moat  helpless  aad  distressiag  condition. « 

In  this  manner  did  tha  greater  number  of  these  Oermaa  settlers  suffer, 
iaasmuch  as  special  hatred  was  maaifeated  towards  them  by  their  eaamies 
duriag  the  war. 

aoToraor  Tryoa  came  to  this  part  of  Horth  Carolina  ia  1768  with 
a  Tiew  of  coaciliatiag  matters  ia  favor  of  the  existing  governmeat  aad 
lodged  with  Captaia  Barriagar,  who  waa  well  kaownfor  hia  hospitality  aad 
iaflueace.      -The  story  is"  coatiaus  his  graadaoa  ,  "that  the  goreraor 
appeared  ia  full  uaiform,  with  a  cocked  hat,  draak  freely  of  the 
Captaia* s  rich  wiaa  Coadeseendad  to  try  his  skill  ia  aowiag  tha  greea 
meadowa  of  Dutch  Buffalo,  and  left  fully  persuaded  that  he  had  not  a 
stauncher  friend  in  all  tha  country  as  "the  gallant  Dutehmaa" .      But  ia 
this  he  waa  sadly  disappoiatad. 
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Is         ol4  ehureb  rmeor^  ho^k,  mmA  %h9  «ld  of  H.  C. 

•♦^••m  of  aad  V««aBs«  their  first  pl«e«  of  wor»hip  and  tbolv 

fSirat  «v«v*]rard  ^ad  4t«  locatiov  aaaar  «|»  aan*  araak,  tiiraa  ailea  dla- 
tast  fyoa  thm  ptmrnmnt  m^^mtt&n.      Thm  flrat  ehxtri^  adiflaa  «a»  of  eeuraa 
•xaoodimjljr  pXaia^  mada  of  nsliaim  logo,  aad  aoTVod  tbo  paopia  %im  doafelo 
FBirpoao  of  «  aoliool  Hoaaa  and  plaoa  of  woraHip.      Both  tha  Qarmaa  Hafwa 
«i4  IttiliorMi  vmUlpod  la  tiui  bmlldtag  for  a  pariof  of  tii».  aftar 

^lafe  a  «o7a  eomodSoas  baiXdiae  for  t^  aaitad  w&rshtp  of  thm  two 

•  Holf  »iXo  raao^ad  fro«  tHo  pra^oat  ^araH  odif  too. 

lU  tl  *^  fo»«r.  ««a^  that  it  was  aoaaabat  larger,  aad  fittod 

for  tka  axolaairo  aaa  of  »mao  warakt]p*  * 

About  tka  roar  tha  mibara  of  tho  l.athoraa  O&arok.  at  tw 

«««oatioa  of  eaptala  Joba  l^al  larrlag^p.  ••poratad  tHowl^ia  frolT 

^  ?«-  *v  eblaflr  at  bia  owa  oacpaaaa,  and  oat  of  gratitado 

*         *^  «oa6ragatloa  bad  a  po«  ooaatruotad  foi  tba  apooial  b«af it 

Ix'^^'S^^^i:?!*  iaeloaad.    Ho  waa  «  trao 

*Sioj»tt|^^tutbaraa,  doTotadly  attaobad  to  bla  eburob!  aad 

rr^Axll  IV^Z^'tti:"  ^  -ttlar.^;ra^'aad 

th.i*^JfII!J  *^  ®^  ^^^^         ««igragatioa  obtaiao4 

^»  •  5rL2^*f  Sallabary.  aad  irbo  bad  baaa  broagbt  to  Amarioa 

^•^Jtatioa  aimt  fro.  Orgaa  aad  at.  Jo3ia»a  Cbarobo.  to  Sar^  iJ 

mot  «^  hia  owa  parobaao»  aad  Xaborod  faitbfally  aaoas  tbaso  oaonla 

^^^•^  «o»i«rogatlL^i?rS  i^it  tbi 

ti«a  tbo  aarriooo  of  a  Hr.  FrioaXaad  aa  tbolr  aa^X  tJaSor! 

eoaaoif       J^L^^^f.^**'  of  tbo 

^?JJ^«ff?     >';f«o3^t.  Karx  Eaaa  aad  Jaoob  Tbioaa  paid  tba  ima  of 
l^A^  ^illlW  tba  aeoaatonad  rata  for  oao  baadrod  aoraa  of  k?Tara»«it 

SiT  iii»  aroL^\I^^2tLr^*^f!*^^^  Baffiao  Maotlag-aoaao*. 

aaaJoJa^f^tbraS^r^^fr^?    ?«>«^J«^«*»1«  forothoagbt  ta  tbaao  flrat 
mmavwrm  oj:  -sao  oaarobj^  for  tbo  Xaad  boooaia  val'oabl* 
•amoo  to  %hm  ooagro^atiea«  w^w-o  aad  waa  of  laaob 

aadXr  tfJt^L*!!^  Sl'"*^  tlto  oXo»  of  tbo  war.  wblcdi  bad  aXroady  ao 
JJf  ifS[frr^  ^r**!^^  J«f.ait.  Of  Xifa  aad  dlaarrSgad  of 

ra!arff^^ir  «Jurob.  wboa  tbo  proapoota  ^  poaaa  aad  proaparity 

t::"i:^r:iattL^*i^'u%^t«!rf "s;  ^^^^^  of 

¥n«»^«T!  w"??!**.     i»  wrlttoa  ill  thm  Oorawt  Laagaago,  aad  ia  Paator 

J^r^^Jr  t^^ir^^'J^''*'!''**^  ^         ^.tiduatod  eba^ob  booJ.  aJm 
•arofaXly  i^oaorrod.      Prom  faota  gatborod  froa  tbia  ooaatll^tiia.  It 
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sMt  hwefm  |}««tt  a  wmrt  striet  hoth  la  49«tria«  «&d  Ateiplia**  | 

Tfc«  «r««  to  b«  is  r«£ttXar  eorr«speail«Bee  with  th*  l»3r«tli«» 

«r  th*  mmam  tmi%h  In  Smropa*       sast  saat  miamt«  r«f  orta  af  abaX'ak 
■  attara  avary  six  weeks  a8%:iag  aid  ana  aaaaeil  witaaaYar  va^tvaA*  A 
rasalar  aai^part  for  tba  paator  vaa  to  ba  ax  pa  at  ad  tr^m  t&a  »«abara»  A 
portioa  of  taa  a^oal  taaokava  aalar^^  eeasiatad  is  tlia  aaa  of  aartaia 
aaoaat  of  good  Xaad^  vhieh  ^a  iB«tt^ara  aara  to  auitiTata  for  him* 
ProiriaioB  aaa  alao  »ada  far  orp&«K  aliildraa  aad  aaek  atbar  paraoaa  im 
aaad  of  fe^al^* 

MX%  sarria^aa  &ad  «o  l»a  proalaiowd  aa  vaa  %%m  aaatosar  of  tita 
eoaatrr  thraa  3?iadaya  la  aaeaaaaioa  bafsra  tba  sarriasa  ooaXd  talca 
plaaa,  aad  aoaa  axaa]p4  tha  »laittar  aoald  parfont  t^  aaramoay* 

thm  t&rm  of  vora&ip  ipaa  Xitarslaal  aoaforAlag  irmsfj  aloaaly  to  tlia 
maa^a  of  ilia  Latliaraa  OlioroE  la  Oarmaay* 

Tkm  Oarmaa  aattlastaata  in  tlia  i&tari(xr  of  W»  0*  altlioasli  aosmaaaad 
ift  %hm  r«ar  1790  *  wara  of  wtarj  gradnal  growth  owlag  to  tha  paauXia? 
saaaar  la  whiolbt  tliay  vara  ssida*'     Thej  vera  aot  favoirad  witli  abip  loada 
of  aaigraata  direet  frcm  &97mmn7,  thair  ineraaaa  ot  coloaista  dapaadad 
oa  tka  ovarXazi^d  routa,  aada  la  wa^ona  o.t^  oa  foot  f ro»  tha  l*raTiaca  df 
PaaaayXvaala*      It  took  flftaaa  to  twanty  raavs  bafora  tbaaa  aattXara 
wmrm  anff iaiaatXjr  sai^aroaa  to  f ors  tliesaaXTaa  iato  eonsyasatioaa*  but 
aftar  ^baaa  aoa«rrasatioaa  wara  organ laad  t^  ttrgaat  want  of  thm  ragalar 
admlaiatratiMi  of  tlia  word  aad  aaara»anta  «aa  aXao  faXt*      7&o  alow  aad 
tai^  laaraaaa  of  t&aaa  Oarmaa  aattXaBaata  wiXX  aaaoaat  fo»  tba  ^p^"^ 
aat  tardiaaaa  vkiali  tliaaa  aattlara  aaanfaatad  ia  aaadlag  for  miaiatara 
of  tlH»  OoapaXy  aad  tlia  Kaaaar  ia  wbieii  thar  |ouraeyad  to  Hortb  CaroXlaa 
siada  it  aXiioat  ixpoaaibXa  fop  tiMHa  to  talca  thalr  paator  i^^^  tlias. 

wHara  to  obtain  paatora  t^r  tte  aavrXy  orgaaixad  ooagragatioaa  waa 
%%m  <|ttaatiea»  tha  s^raod  of  FaaaayXTaala  bad  ao  aiatatara  to  apara*  far 
mwam  la  tbat  farorad  Proriaaa  tba  want  waa  faXt«      la  Tiaa  of  tbla  graalt 
want  tba  aaaXy  orgaaiaad  Latl^raa  aongragatiea  in  Sorth  aaroXlna  bad  oa&r 
«M  otbar  raaoaraot  aad  tbat  aaa  to  aaad  to  iiaropa  for  paatora  aad  taaabarai 
St*  Jobaa  aad  orgei  Cbar^  vara  aot  aXoa  la  saklag  tbla  raaoaraa  avai  labia* 
aa  aay  ba  aaaa  by  axaaiaing  tba  raeords  of  tba  old  oburab  booica  baloagiag 
to  Organ  Cbarab*       Tbajr  wall  kaaa  to  aaad  Xattara  or  patitions  to  Earopa 
for  paatora  aad  taaabara  voaXd  aaeoapliab  XlttXa  beaaa  tbay  raaoX^ad  to 
aaad  a  daXagatioa,  tdio  coald  aoka  paraoaaX  appaaXa  to  tba  baarta  of  tbalr 
bratbara  af  tba  aaaa  faitb  daaariba  tba  want  a  of  tba  oburabaa  ia  Hortb 
€aroXlaa«  aad  aaavar  daaatioaa  ralatiTo  to  tba  aoantry  la  vbieb  tbay 
raaidad»       Aaeordiagly  la  tha  yaar  1778  ebriatopbar  ElntaXmana  from 
orgm  abi^ab  and  Cbrlatopbaif  LayrXa  froai  3t,  Jobn*a  la  MaakXanbarg  Co* 
vara  aaat  aa  a  daXagatioa  to  Saropa  for  tba  parpoaa  of  applying  to  tba 
0aaaiatory  ComaoiX  of  BaaoTor  la  Oarsaay  for  a  aapply  af  miaiatara  and 
aabooX  taaabara*         Tba  raaaflA  wby  tba  daXagatim  vaa  inatmetadl  to 
appXy  to  tba  aatboritiaa  la  Saaorar  in  prafaranaa  to  aay  ol&ar  plaaa  or 
kingdom  vaa  tbat  at  tbat  tiiai  Sortb  Carolina  aa  vaXX  aa  tba  otbar  fraa 
Aaarioan  3tataa»  vaa  andar  tba  jariadiatioa  of  tba  king  of  Inglaad,  idio 
vaa  at  tba  wtaa  tlaa  alaator  of  Eaaovar* 


il 


72i«M  emmlBBiommTB  trav«lttft  first  t«  tonimi  tliftaett  joiiM«7«i  to 
HftaoT«r  mn&  la  ft8«o3fd«fte«  with  tli«ir  isstTuetioits  th«y  obta^a^A  tlie 
R«T*  AddLpH  llii0Mi«aii  as  their  pastor  mud  Mr«  Oottfrisd  Ard&t  fts  sekooX 
Bsstsr  hoth  of  whwft  arriwd  is  Horth  C«roIia«  i»  If^Mm       thim  ^mm  aot 
•11  ths  good  whieh  thsss  missionaries  sffsetst!  for  tUsir  taitJif«l  rsprs- 
sont&tioss  of  t]»s  eoniditioms  aad  wwt  of  tlis  ehuroiiss.    at«  lokas  vsa 
pXseod  ttftdsr  tfeo  stipsrvisios  of  ths  coasistorjr  of  Haaovsr  froa  «lii<^ 
ths^T  pro»is«<!  both  pseniiisr?  assistsaos  asd  a  fsrtkar  sapplr  af 

aialatars  aad  taaohors*       And  had  It  a^  tesa  for  tha  RavoiatioaaxT 
nme  whiah  Vraka  oat  ^ortXr  i^tarwarda,  whlah  atoppad  aXl  oomwaaiaatiaa 
with  laropa  far  a  rariod  of  aaarly  aii^t  raaifs,  t aora  ia  ao  aaXeaXatiag 
hov  maesh  St*  Ji^a^a  aoaXd  ha^a  ha^f  ittad  ay  tha  ammsiOBaat*  STaa 
aftar  tha  aar  aadad  tkm  aoa«^  ahiah  had  haaa  aeXXaatad  ia  Haaavar  faip 
tha  aharah  whioh  waa  faarad  to  hsva  haaa  Xeat  «aa  psid  ovar  to  tha 
ooas^^t*^^^*  aharah  «aa  i^aaXiarXy  fortaaata  la  ahtaiaiag  tha 

aarrieas  of  aa  Xaaraad,  daTotad  aad  aaXf«>aMrif  ieias  ehrlatiws  mlaiataip 
aa  AdoXph  S7asssasa«       Hia  praiaa  aaa  ia  aXX  tha  oharahaa*  aaa  did  him 
haaor  who  had  oavar  Icaoia  him  hat#a  hoard  of  hia  iafXaaaaa  aad  sue aaaa- 
faX  Xabor*      Ho  was  a  mas  ^iio  ai^ht  hawa  flXXad  with  hoaor  tha  hi^aat 
positioB  ia  aay  ehuroh  or  Xttorary  iaatitatiohg  Imt  ha  waa  aaataat  to 
Xabor  aad  saarifiee  himsoXf  aaaag  tho  aaashitiaaa  hut  haaaat  CNsrmaa 
agriouXturiats  of  that  aaati^. 

Bassmaaa  aorrad  savsraX  oharahaa  hat  ha  sooa  fomd  ^at  tho 
daaaada  apoa  his  tiaa  aad  wnmrg^r  vaaXd  ha  too  sraat  wara  ha  to  aadaatoir 
to  sappXy  aXX  soar  oharehos,  his  oaXr  aXtaraatiwa        to  haws  ths 
toaahsr  Aradt  who  had  «a  oxoaXXaat  odaeatioa  appoiatad  hia  eo«-Xahorar  ajii 
romowad  to  3t«  7oha*s  thaa  MaohXaaharg  i^o*  whara  ha  ^ahorad  tha  raaal:!!»- 
tag  jraara  of  Jiia  Ufa* 

Saw*  Bfassaaaa  died  on  How*  Srd»  X794  aad  was  harriad  at  St*  Joha*s* 
k  hXaa  atoaa  marksd  hia  erara  for  maay  yaars  hat  aa  it  was  nrnttrXf  das* 
trayad  hy  tha  raragas  of  tiaa,  it  aow  safoXy  raats  withia  tha  eharah  aad 
a  aaw  marhXa  sXah  tha  gift  of  R«ihors  of  tho  eharah  has  takoa  its  pXa^ 
at  tha  8rawa«1^  Insoriptioa  «a  tha  oXd  atoms  is  ia  Oarmaa  ami  traas* 
latad  rmmdm^      **For  me  to  Xiwa  ia  Christ  to  dia  ia  i^aia.      Ths  momory 
of  ths  rightaoas  is  hXassad    Kara  raposa  tha  ramains  of  tha  f  aithfaX 
praaahar*  AdoX^  Hassmaaa^  hora  la  Oarmaay,  Aagast  X737«      diad  How*  3, 
XfSd** 

7ha  eharah  was  withoat  a  pastor  for  two  years  aad  th«»  Eaw* 
0*  A«  O*  starch  sappXiad  it  fop  a  year*       Thaa  eama  Raw*  Adsma  KiahoXaa 
Sarsardy  from  CoXd  Water  Craah  Churoh»  who  serwad  three  j»Tm^  to  ha 
tm^M^mi^A  by  5ew*  stareh  who  was  reoaXXad  as  regoX-ar  paator* 

?his  era  aaw  two  traaaitioaa  la  Amarieas  raXigioaa  hiatory*  tha 
firat  tha  moraX  hraakdowa  as  a  rasaXt  of  tha  EawoXatiaasry  War»  am  A  «he 
aaaoad  thm  first  grsat  rewiwaX  ia  Amariea*       The  aad  of  foots  of  the  war 
waa  to  he  aeaa  ewerywhere*       The  moraXs  of  the  ooaatry  had  heea  eor* 
raptad  aad  iafideXity  aad  ite  atteadaat  ewiXe  were  abroad.      The  :rreaoh 
peopXe  had  ahdadoadd  the  BibXe  aad  its  teaehiags  and  had  goae  md  with 
Xiharty*      The  deae  spirit  waa  maaifestsd  ia  Ameriea  tho  aot  to  the  same 
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%hm%  is  *tlfty  7»ar8  tli«»#  wtmlA  aot  be  a  9ibl«  foimd  la  Asaerlea** 

Witli  thla  parlod  tlia  raaorda  of  St.  lQhA*m  them  tlM  m»tit9Tm  W9r» 
Ittdlfferaat  to  thair  ehureb  tovc*  tbejr  aes^aeted  %hm  aaara&anta 
aapael&li^  taa  baptism  of  tk«lr  lafaats»  the  ftttandanee  o&  deviaa  voTshi; 
tmXX  off  ^ttatXy  aaS  aaay  w&o  oasw  vmTm  m  boiatroos  that  thm  doora  of 
tl^a  ehuralL  aad  to  ba  e2.oaail  oa  tham  a&d  tbe  givia«r  af  alaa  aaa  mot 
obsarvad  br  met&j*       fbaa  aj&ortljr  eas9  tit»  fir  at  graat  vwi^mX^  raeor4ad 
by  Rav*  atorab*      Thm  iafitaXity  of  tba  proeaading  jrai^o  gara  plaes  to 
s^natbiag  akia  to  rollsiaas  faaatieicai  aaA  tbia  «aa  tba  bagiimlag  of 
raTlTala  la  tba  Uaita4  3tataa*      Christiana  of  avary  daaosiaatioa 
aoaaablad  tbasaalTaa  la  foroat,  aasi&arlag  four,  ais  aa4  sattati%a«  tea 
tbouaaaa  pdraoaa^  orectiag  touts,  aia^iag,  irrajriag  aad  proaeblag  dar 
aigbt  for  fira,  six  ajid  aighfe  days*    BaT«  Storeb  coaaXudad  by  aayiag  tbat 
ba  bad  baaa  aa  ays  wltaaea  to  sucb  g&tboriaga. 

0t«  Jobaa  aattl«»aat  baaaao  attaehed  to  tboir  nmw  bomaa.tboy  loot 
tba  loTo  for  tbair  furmor  Xifa  bo^osid  the  Ma  md  is  tba  couraa  of  tima 
a  faoXlag  of  prosper itt/  proTalXed  an€  t^icsa  «bo  «ora  to  tba  i&aaor  bora 
taiaw  aad  Xovad  bo  emxntry  so  woXX*        Trial 8»  want  and  bardskip  of  earXy 
eoXoaisatioa  vara  at  aa  and  aad  brigbt  prospeata  appears  for  f utura 
gaaarat  < oaa* 
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THS  H5SSXANS  XN  CABARRUS 


X  liaTd  been  able  to  find  llttlo  defliLite  information 
about  the  Hesaians  of  Cabarrus  County  as  such,  so  hare  been  foroed  to 
treat  the  aubjeet  in  a  more  general  way. 

Xt  appears  that  little  is  know  of  then  indlTldually  or  else 
speoif ie  names  are  not  given  out  of  deference  to  these  men  who  came  as 
enemies,  and  remained  as  friends  and  oopatriots., 

The  following  from  the  History  of  the  8th  Regiment  of  the 
Confederate  Army  1861-1865,  written  by  Captain  Jonas  Cook,  is  the 
only  direct  reference  to  the  Hessians  that  X  haye  found,  either  of 
this  seetion  or  elsewhere* 

**During  the  Rerolutionary  war  quite  a  number  of  Hessians 
who  wore  in  the  British  army,  when  they  learned  the  purpose  of  the 
war,  deserted  at  Sutaw  Springs,   (S«C« )  and  settled  here  and  beoame 
honorable,  useful,  influential,  and  many  of  them  wealthy  citizens. 
Among  these  were  the  Widenhouses,  the  Fishers,  the  Heinzlemans* 
the  Reeds,  the  Linkers,  the  Yertons,  the  Finks,  the  Moyers,  the 
Shimpoeks  and  the  Bangles". 

According  to  the  census  of  1790  we  find  the  following 
liring  in  the  St,  John  neighborhood, 
Martin  Witenhouse        *        a  single  man, 
William  Hlnsman  *       married  with  one  child 

John  Seed  *        married  with  five  children  (Gold  was  first 

found  on  his  land,  ) 

Henry  Linker  -       married  with  three  children. 

George  Fink  «»  married 

to  the  abore  name  I  would  add  that  of  Nicholas  Xsenhour  •  a  single  man. 


Vh^nrnj  of  theao  took  oath  of  alloglanoo  I  havo  not  found,  oxoept 
John  Bead,       He  was  naturalized  in  Cabarrus  County  Court  in  1843* 
(One  John  Shimpoek  was  a  member  of  the  General  Aesemhly  of  Horth 
Carolina  in  1850,         Wheel era Hi  story  of  Horth  Carolina  page  69} 

Tou  will  note  that  these  men  had  from  one  to  fire  children 
in  1790  and  it  seems  most  prohahle  that  they  married  in  Amerieai  as 
wires  from  Germany  eould  hardly  hare  Joined  them  so  soon  after  the 
Revolution. 

Xn  folume  B,  Appendix  Col.  Seeords,  page  760,  this  state-* 
ment  is  mades  During  the  SeTOlut ionary  War  a  member  of  Hessians 

deserted  from  the  British  Army  at  Sa-rannah  after  the  seige  of  that 
plaee  and  found  their  way  to  the  aerman  settlement  on  Duteh  Buffalo 
Creek,   (  Cabarrus  County)  intermarried  with  these  settlers  and  were 
thus  permanently  looated"* 

The  aerman  settlers  were  industrious,  thrifty  agpieulturists 
and  owned  the  best  farms  in  whaterer  section  of  the  county  they  settled. 
They  seem  to  hare  had  no  inclination  to  keep  records  of  their  local 
settlements,  or  else  were  too  much  engrossed  with  the  necessities  of 
the  moment  to  do  so*         They  were  a  quiet  lawabiding  and  religious 
people  and  but  little  inclined  to  public  leadership  which  they  left 
to  the  English  and  Scotch,  of  whom  it  was  said  politics  was  second 
nature*         Their  German  or  FennsylTania  Duteh  speech  contributed  to 
their  disinclination  toward  public  life. 

They  were  not  an  ignorant  people.         They  brought  their 
faith  and  their  Luther  Bibles  with  them  and  established  their  Churches 
and  schools  jointly,  as  did  the  English  and  Scotch.        The  minister 
usually  aeting  as  teacher  as  well  as  preacher* 


The  RoTerend  Stareh  reports  Items  on  German  eharaeter  In  1788  to  1769* 
Mr.  Starch  Inquired  of  a  man  in  pillory  in  Salisbury,  •The  eriainal 
Is  sertainly  not  a  German  ?         I  reeelyed  the  literally  true  reply 
*'HeTer  has  a  German  stood  in  pillory  in  Salisbury;      nor  has  ever  a 
German  been  hung  in  this  place •<* 

So  it  was  among  this  class  of  people  that  the  Hessians 
settled  and  it  is  a  case  of  judging  them  by  their  friends  and  associates* 

The  term  "Hessian"  first  applied  to  the  Germans  from  the 
ProTlnee  of  Hesse,  who  wore  hired  to  the  British  government  by  their 
soTerelgns  to  fight  against  the  Colonists  in  the  ^ar  of  the  HeTOlution, 
became  a  general  term  of  reproach  for  mercenaries  or  hirelings*  This 
seems  to  hare  arisen  from  the  strong  feeling  in  the  time  of  war 
against  all  enemies,  and  applied  to  the  German  soldiers  as  '*Red  Coat** 
was  applied  to  the  British  soldiers.         7or  In  searching  for  informa* 
tion  regarding  the  Hessians  X  find  no  disparaging  remarks  about  them 
IndlTldually,  or  unfavorable  comment  on  their  conduct  as  soldiers,  or 
After  they  settled  in  America  as  eltlssens* 

Harpers  Sneyelopaedlf:  of  the  V»  S»  History,  page  64,  gires 
the  following  account  of  "traffic**  in  soldiers  between  England  and 
Germany*          "At  the  beginning  of  1776,  bargains  were  affected  between 
representatives  of  the  British  government  and  the  reigning  princes  of 
Hesse-Oasses,  Hesse^Hanan,  Brunswick  Anhalt,  Apapaoh,  and  Waldeek* 
Zn  the  bargains,  the  fundamental  law  of  trade*supply,  and  demand 
prevailed*         The  King  of  Sngland  had  money  but  lacked  troops,  the 
German  Eulers  had  troops,  but  wanted  money*         The  bargain  was  a 
natural  one  on  business  principles,  the  morality  bt  the  transaction 
was  another  affair*         About  50,000  German  troops  were  hired*  The 


aerman  Rulers  ware  to  reoeive  for  eeoh  soldier  a  bounty  of  |35,00 
besides  an  annual  subsidy  **** 

When  any  brutal  act  of  oppression  or  wrong  was  to  be 
earried  out,  sucb^ plundering  or  burning  expeditions,  the  Bessians 
were  employed  in  the  serTice.  The  transaotion  was  regarded  by 

other  nations  as  disgraceful  to  the  British.        The  King  of  Great 
Britiiin  shrank  from  the  odium  it  inflioted  and  refused  to  gire 
eommissions  to  German  recruiting  officers  (  for  he  knew  their  methods 
of  forcing  men  into  serTice)  saying  **Xt,  in  plain  English,  amounts  to 
making  me  a  kidnapper,  which  I  cannot  think  a  -rery  honorable  occupation"* 
All  Surope  crisd  *Shame*  and  Frederick  the  Great  of  Prussia  took  erery 
opportunity  to  express  his  contempt  for  the  "scandalous  man* traffic** 
of  his  neighbors*         The  aboTS  makes  it  quite  clear  that  the  *'odium** 
attached  to  the  Hulers  of  Great  Britain  and  Germany  rather  than  to  the 
German  soldiers  who  were  sold  into  service* 

The  readiness  with  which  they  were  absorbed  in  the  Germgn 
population  after  the  war,  or  eren  during  the  war  for  that  matter, 
seems  to  prove  that  individually  they  were  no  longer  •*Hated  Hessians". 

I  quote  the  following  from  an  address  delivered  by  General 
Rufus  Barringer,  himself  a  German  Descendant,  delivered  at  the  Luther 
Commemoration  in  Concord,  Korth  Carolina,  November  10,  1893. 
nr.  Osmond  L.  Barringer  of  Charlotte,  son  of  General  Barringer,  tells 
me  that  he  came  to  Concord  with  his  father  when  he  delivered  this 
address,  riding  behind  him  on  horseback,  he  being  seven  years  of  age* 
**0f  the  Hessians  who  fought  against  us  and  numbers  of  whom  after 
the  Revolution  found  asylum  in  this  country,  and  were  not  unwelcome  *** 
The  facts  are  these 

The  Hessian  contingents  of  George  the  3rd.  came  from  a  region,  and 


were  raised  at  a  time,  when  the  eoomon  people,  the  world  over  were 
little  better  than  beasta  of  burden  for  their  rulers.        The  Swiss 
Guards  were  not  the  only  mereenaries«          They  too  eame  from  the 
only  Republic  of  Surope*         But  these  Hessians  happened  to  be  mostly 
Protestants*         The  marTelous  light  of  Luther's  teachings  had  struck 
deep  into  their  dark  minds.  General  Washington,  with  that  ts&et  of 

wisdom,  peculiarly  his  own,  readily  sayi^  this  and  rentured  to  turn  it 
account.  He  accordingly  managed,  when  any  Hessian  soldiers  were 

captured,  to  send  them  off  into  the  interior  of  the  country,  and 
quarter  them  upon  the  soundest  German  settlements*  In  this  way 

many  of  them  were  naturally  left  in  America,  or  if  exchanged,  they 
had  to  take  the  chances  of  war  to  release  them  from  their  military 
oaths  and  obligations.  This  happened,  notably  at  the  seige  and 

surrender  of  Sayannah,  under  the  Articles  of  peace,  1788,  .rhen 
hundreds  of  these  Protestant  Hessians  chose  to  remain  in  this  land  of 
liberty  and  enjoy  the  untold  blessing  they  were  surprised  to  find  here. 
They  very  sensibly  sought  their  German  countrymen,  who  knew  the  facts 
of  their  ease,  and  who  pitied  their  condition. 

As  a  well  know  circumstance,  they  almost  invariably  made 
good  citizens,  strikingly  faithful  to  every  trust  and  obligation. 
Hence  they  soon  intermarried  with  other  classes  and  thus  it  happens 
that  hundreds  of  those  now  before  me  are  descendants  of  ^  the  once 
*Hated  Hessians". 

But  Z  have  lately  hit  on  a  bit  of  information  quite  curious 
in  regard  to  these  Hessians.  At  the  very  time  that  old  George  the  3rd 

was  gathering  up  his  foreign  levies  to  help  whip  us,  Silas  Dean,  the 
American  Oommissiouer  in  Germany,  was  offered  large  nujaibera  of  the  same 
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people  to  fight  for  us,  and  only  an  accident  and  scarcity  of  money, 
defeated  the  acheiae  (see  American  ArchiTee,  aeries  5,  1776,  Volume 
3,  page  ea?)". 

The  Heverend  a*  B.  Bernhelm  in  hie  Elatory  of  the  aerman 
Settlements  and  the  Lutheran  Church  in  Horth  and  South  Carolina 
(page  171)  makes  the  following  statement  about  the  Hessian  deaertera* 

*Sngland  supplied  her  depleted  ranks  in  the  army  from 
tha  oTer-orowded  population  of  other  European  Countries  Think- 
ing thereby  to  gain  a  twofold  advantage,  that  of  saving  her  British 
subjects who  went  reluctantly  to  fight  against  their  own  flesh  and 
blood,  for  so  wore  the  American  Colonists  regarded,  and  that  of 
preventing  desertion  to  the  American  Army  and  the  cause  of  liberty 
and  independence*  It  was  confidently  supposed  that  the  German 

soldiers         ignorant  of  the  English  language,  would  be  proof  against 
the  seductive  representations  made  Vy  the  Americans,  and  to  make  this 
fancied  security  doubly  sure  the  most  incredible  stories  concerning 
the  character  of  the  Americans  were  freely  circulated  among  the  Hessians. 

However,  one  thinly  the  British  Government  had  entirely 
overlooked,  namely,  that  numbers  of  the  American  citizens  were  Germans*** 
at ill  bearing  Gorman  names,  possessed  of  German  characteristics  and 
speaking  the  German  language.        Ho  sooner  did  the  Hessian  soldiers 
come  in  contact  with  these  Gexrman  American  citizens,  than  they 
deserted  the  ranks  of  the  British  Army  whenever  they  found  safe 
opportunity  for  so  doing,  and  fled  to  the  German  settlements  to  be 
delivered  from  the  dangers  and  hardships  of  a  war  in  which  they  had 
no  interest. 
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In  these  settXeaente  the  identity  of  the  Hessians  soon 
beoame  lost  to  the  British  and  the  aersian  farmers  were  too  happy  to 
hare  the  Hessians  in  their  midst  as  laborers  erer  to  betray  them. 
Besides  they  (the  Hessians)  discovered  that  land  was  eheap  and 
labor  searee,  and  that  better  prospects  were  before  them  in  America 
than  they  could  ever  hope  to  find  on  their  return  to  Germany  after 
the  termination  of  the  war*         In  this  manner  were  the  German 
settlements  at  the  north,  where  the  Hessians  first  landed  supplied 
with  Taluable  additions  to  their  strength,  and  farther  south, 
particularly  in  the  Carolinas,  many  honest,  industrious  and  useful 
German  settlers  came  in  good  time  to  supply  the  loss  that  had  been 
caused  by  the  war.        These  did  not,  and  of  necessity  could  not, 
form  separate  settlements  as  that  would  moat  certainly  hsTe  endangered 
their  safety  as  long  as  the  war  continued,  but  they  located  themselTes 
among  the  Germans  already  established  in  this  country.** 

At  first  though  it  may  appear  that  the  German  settlers 
were  oTer  quick  to  accept  these  Hessians  in  their  midst  but  duo 
consideration  must  be  given  to  the  fact  that  they  were  themselves 
somewhat  strangers  in  a  strange  land,  due  to  their  difference  in 
speech  and  Customs  and  the  Hessians  were  from  the  Homeland. 

General  Barringer  relates  this  story  concerning  their 
difficulties  with  their  Pennsylvania  dialect*         **0n  some  military 
occasion  (in  Charlotte)  a  Dutch  Captain  took  his  company  over  there, 
and  giving  his  commands  in  most  emphatic  Pennsylvania  Dutch  the 
Scotch  Irish  laughed    at  him.        His  company  vowed  to  stand  by  their 
Captain  and  refused  both  collectively  and  individually  ever  to  go 
back  to  Charlotte  again.** 
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*I  have  here  an  old  auator  Roll  and  sure  enough^  Martin  7ifer  (not* 
spelling)  Is  the  Oaptaln* 

Certain  It  is  too,  that  at  a  very  early  day  the  Dutch  demanded  a 
new  eounty  and  at  the  first  election  after  Cabarrus  was  cut  off, 
Caleb  Phlfer  (  son  of  Martin)  and  John  Paul  Barrlnger  rvore  its 
highly  honored  Qonmoners*  So  probably  your  county  is  also  due 

to  the  German  element.* 

In  further  defense  of  the  "hired  Hessians"  and  "indentured" 
eerriee  according  to  the  customer  of  that  period,  Z  quote  the  follow- 
ing from  General  Barrlnger *8  lecture* 

THB  RgDBMTI0HBR3 

"Another  class  of  German  emigrants  who  entered  largely 
into  our  population  of  foreign  descent  and  who  are  commonly  thought 
to  haTC  east  a  stain  on  thr  name  of  freedom  where  the  so  called 
Redemtioners*         The  term    was  first  used  in  connection  with  white 
indentured  apprentices*        It  was  afterward  applied  to  a  large  class 
Of  Tery  poor  emigrants  who  could  not  pay  their  passage  money  to 
Amerlea  in  cash  down,  but  who  were  willing  to  enter  into  contracts  of 
limited  serTlee  on  their  arrlTal  here  in  order  to  reimburse  the  funds 
adranoed  for  that  purpose*          Still  again  it  was  an  artful  scheme 
often  resorted  to  by  the  downtrodden  of  Surope  to  escape  the  thralldom 
of  feudal  bondage  ***         A  few  of  the  most  prominent  pioneers  certainly 
came  in  the  way  last  indicated  **** 

At  that  time  very  few,  if  any,  of  the  peasant  class,  as 
such  could  hold  real  estate  in  Central  lurope.      On  the  contrary  they 
themselres  were  often  bought  and  sold  with  the  land  they  worked,  and 
had  to  serve  their  landlords  a  certain  number  of  days  each  week  the 


year  pound,  and  all  thru*  llf«.  The  Protestant  poaeantB  naturally 

enough,  became  restive  under  such  eruel  restraint,  and  restrlotion, 
and  they  ere  long  sought  in  every  possible  way  to  avoid  and  escape 
them.        This  was  next  to  impossible  to  do  and  remain  in  the  oountry. 
But  to  flee  their  homes  was  also  extremely  hazardous 

But  go  they  would  end  their  safest  course  was  stealth  under 
this  scheme  of  indentured  apprenticeship.  In  this  way  these  young 

Men  could  gradually  remove  themselves  from  one  province  to  another  and 
little  noticed,  reach  a  seaport,  and  so  escape  to  America  or  some 
other  foreign  country  where  life,  liberty,  limb  and  land  were  somewhat 
free. 

To  us  of  this  enlightened  age  and  free  Republican  Government 
it  is  simply  incredible  that  such  a  state  of  things  could  have  existed 
especially  in  Snglish  Colonies,  lass  than  one  hundred  and  fifty  years 
ago  (now  800  years  ago,  1936  ),  White  men  not  only  indentured  them-> 

selves  as  apprentices,  but  gladly  sold  their  persons  into  long  but 
limited  slavery  for  the  blessed  privilege  or  chance  of  escaping 
feudal  serfdom. 

1  read  this  advertisment  from  an  old  Philadelphia  newspaper, 
The  American  Mercury  of  date  November  28,  17S8  (this  is  about  fifty 
years  before  the  Revolution) 

*Juat  arrived  from  London,  in  the  ship  Borden,  William 
Habert  Commander,  a  parcel  of  young  men  likely  men  servants,  consist- 
ing ofHusbandmen,  Joyners,  Weavers,  Shoemakers,  Smiths,  Staymakers, 
Butchers,  Chairmakers,  and  several  other  trades,  to  be  sold  very 
reasonable  either  for  ready  money.  Wheat,  Bread,  or  Flour  by  Sdward 
Home,  Philadelphia." 


ii 


A»on8  th,  ,1«..„  th„.  „a:,.4  .no..tor.  of  »aay 

now  hlgl,  in  tH.  fr,a  eltlz.n.hlp  of  thl,  great  eountry.  An* 
•hat  m.y  .„n  strange  to  a.  touching  tl.1,  voluntary  .laT.ry. 

no  sen.,  of  ahaao  or  degradation  aeeaa  to  haw  attaehed  to  It. 
It  .1-PX7  shored  that  the  parti,,  r.aortlng  to  la  „r.  m  dead 
..rn.at  to  r.ach  the  goal  of  freedom.        a.  Jn.t  and  proper  labor 
.ontraot..  .u,h  Ind.ntur.a  ..re  al.,.t  Inrarlably  carried  out  In 
good  faith  by  all  parties  conaamed" 

According  to  Harp.ra  Kncyclop.dla  a  la,  r.«aln.d  In  forco 
la  Connecticut  a,  late  as  ,lthln  the  nineteenth  century  -  by  which 
dabtor.  unable  to  «.et  elala.  against  the»  alght  be  aold  Into 
temporary  seryltudo  for  the  benefit  of  their  creditor.-. 

I  hare  not  had  acooa.  to  the  references  giren  belowj 
merman  Settlers  m  l^lncoln  County  and  Western.  »*rth  Carolina  by 
Joseph  S.  Hl„n  in  the  Jam..  8p,unt  Hl.torlcal  Publication. 
Volume  8,  f  8. 

Race  Klements  In  Horth  Carolina  by  H.  D.  S.  Connor. 

""bi?2h%rn:^%n:^^"""      ^-  -o-". 

^^in^t-txi^  f^-r4<^-^^  t4^-'^'lrfj~- 


HISTOHICAL  FACTS  ABOUT  HOCKY  RIVKll 
AND 

KOTID  PSRSOHACEBS  FROM  TE  IS  COMMUHITT. 


Th»  four  sraTeyardB,    First       3p«ar«,      arlar      and  Prasent. 


Alazander  I*  Wllsoa. 
Hugh  vilsoa. 

John  MaoKania  Wilson  and  his  School, 

RaT.  DaniaX  Allan  Saniek. 

3halh7  and  Caruthara  inaidant* 

Joahua  Hadlay's  /111 

Rztraat  Arahibald  whita*8  will. 

Bundling. 

Sack  ona  of  thaaa  toploa  would  maaa  an  axhauatlra  atud/,  taking 
waaka,  montha  or  parhapa  yaara  to  unfathoia  all  tho  authantlo,  narratlra 
and  intareatlng  facta  conoarnlng  thaaa  llluatrloua  man,  old  gravayarda 
and  wills*  HowaTar,  Z  will  andaaror  to  touch  on  aaeh  of  thaaa  aub- 

Jacta  In  a  raal  hopa  that  It  will  arouaa  tho  intareat  and  daalra  of 
aaah  mambar  of  tha  cosmittaa  to  aaarch  out  f aet a  that  haro  naTar  baan 
raeordad,  and  to  raatora  as  far  as  posslbla  naglaotad  ahrlnaa  of  our 
forafathars* 


Tha  First  gravayard  of  Roeky  RlTar  Congragatlon  la  loeatad  naar 
Pharr*a  Mill  on  tha  Eaat  alda  of  tha  highway;      tha  Saeond  la,  Spa ar* a 
graTayard  loeatad  batwaan  Rocky  RlTor  and  Plonaar  Mills;      tha  Third  la, 
Crrier    grarayard  aoroaa  the  highway  at  Rooky  HiTer  Church;       tha  graTa"- 
yard  being  uaad  at  tha  praaant  tlua  Is  loeatad  at  the  rear  of  Rocky  River 
Church.        There  are  many  prlrata  graYeyards  In  the  county,  of  which  I 
will  only  apeak  of  two,  although  all  should  be  located  and  Hated  and 
Inaeriptiona  froa  tomba  In  all  old  graTeyarda,  i^ere  the  Ineeription  has 
worn  dltt,  recorded.        In  these  graTeyarda  aoaa  of  the  markers  haYS  fallen 
and  should  be  replaced,  others  ha to  been  covered  with  leavee  and  earth  so 
long,  that  they  cannot  be  found.         One  Is  that  of  the  Pharr  farally, 
located  on  the  West  side  of  the  hl^way  at  Pharr *s  Mill  directly  across 
froa  the  First  graToyard.      Another  grareyard  was  that  of  the  Russell 
faally,  located  between  what  la  now  North  Spring  Street  and  Cedar  Streets. 
The  old  markers  were  taken  up,  placed  In  a  pile,  perhapa  now  corered  with 
earth,  and  aome  of  the  stones  that  were  In  the  old  wall  surrounding  the 
grareyard  are  now  In  the  wall  around  Mra.  Hogera  lot  on  Franklin  Avenue. 
In  these  neglected  places,  are  the  remains  of  our  forefathers,  the 
ploneere  of  our  ecHaaonwealth.      Would  that  each  spot  could  be  made  into 
a  Beautiful  Memorial  Garden. 


ALSXASD8E  g,  1IL801SU 


AJ.«zand«r  K*  Wilson,  was  one  of  nlno  ehlldron,  of  John  MneKemlo 
YlXaoB*  Ho  was  bora  in  Cab  arras  Connty,  whilo  his  fathor  was  pastor  of 
Roekx  RiTor  Church.      Ho  folt  that  ho  was  eallod  to  study  for  tho 
Binistry,  but  on  aoeount  of  an  iiapodiaont  in  his  speoeh,  doeidod  that 
ho  could  not  bo  usofttl  as  a  proaohor  so  ho  bogan  tho  study  of  modicino* 
Aftor  eomploting  his  oduoation,  he  praotisod  his  profossion  for  a 
short  tiiBO,  but  still  hariag  tho  deairo  to  preaeh  tho  eospol,  goTO  up 
his  praotioo  to  dovoto  himsolf  to  the  cause  of  Biasions  in  Africa*  Ho 
aoeompaniod  Rot.  Daniel  Lindloy,  who  bad  boon  his  pastor  at  Hocky  Rirer 
Chureh,  to  Africa.         They  sailed  in    1834.        Mr.  A'ilaon*s  wife  who 
was  from  Richaond,  Virginia,  Jane  3aithoy  wont  with  hia,  and  after  many 
difficulties  •stablished  a  mlaoion  among  tho  Sulu  tribe.      Mrs.  filson 
was  not  aeeuotoBOd  to  the  hardships  on  the  aission  field  and  In  1836, 
two  years  after  going  to  Afrien,  she  died,  and  it  becoae  the  sad  duty 
of  Mr.  Wilson  to  bury  his  bolored  wife  with  his  own  hands.        After  a 
Tisit  to  his  native  state,  Ur.  rUlson  returned  to  Africa  and  thero  died 
and  is  buriod. 


HU(ffl  WIL30S 


Hugh  Vilson  was  a  natiTO  of  North  Carolina,  a  graduate  of 
Princeton  Seainary  was  sent  as  a  aiasionary  to  the  Republic  of  Texas 
in  1886.      He  organised  the  First  Presbyterian  Church  in  Texas  at 
St.  Augustine  in  1838. 


HKV.     DAHI8L  ALLBM  PEW ICR 


Rot.  Daniel  Allen  Peniok,  was  the  soTonth  pastor  of  Rocky  RiTcr 
Church.  He  served  his  congregation  for  tUirty^soTon  years.  He 
was  called,  '*yather  Psnick^,  was  beloTOd  by  his  congregation  and  was  a 
aan  of  strong  mind  and  body.  He  raised  the  aaount  of  six  tiiousand 
dollars  and  in  1860,  ooapleted  the  brick  church,  which  is  being  used 
at  the  present  time.  His  body  lies  in  the  spot  where  the  pulpit  of 
the  fraae  church  stood. 


JOHH  MacKBMIg  WILSQg  AHD  HIS  SCHOOL. 


John  MacKomio  Wilson,  was  born  in  1769,   six  miles  Sast  of 
Charlotte,  not  far  from  Sugaw  Creek  Church.      He  was  a  man  of  ordinary 
height,  a  remarkably  pleasing  countenance,  clear  blue  eyes  that  were 
penetrating  and  a  fine  forehead.  There  was  firmness  and  decision 

in  his  face.        His  father  was  from  England  and  in  early  life  was 
engaged  in  the  mercantile  business  in  Philadelphia.        He  mored  to 
North  Carolina,  married  and  settled  in  Mecklenburg  County.  Andrew 
Jackson  and  his  widowed  mother,  resided  for  a  time  in  the  ^ooi®  of 
Mrs.  Wilson,  who  was  also  a  widow  at  that  tine.  The  two  boys 

John  MaeKemie  Wilson  end  Andrew  Jackson  who  were  about  the  same  age, 
became  fast  friends,  worked  and  played  together. 

An  incident  in  the  early  life  of  John  MacKemle  was  often  referred 
to  by  his  mother.  When  just  beginning  to  walk  he  strayed  away  from 

house,  and  was  found  sitting  on  the  ground  with  his  hands  on  a  rattle 
snake;      his  mother  hastily  drew  him  to  her  bosom,  always  considering 
it  proTidential  that  he  was  not    bitten  by  the  snake,  and  from  that  day 
dedicated  her  son  to  the  Lord. 

When  twelre  years  og  age,  Mr.  Wilson  commenced  his  classical 
education  under  the  tutilage  of  Dr.    Henderson  an  eminent  physician. 
His  literary  course  was  completed  at  Hampden  Sydney  College  in  Tirginia. 
President  of  the  college  at  that  time  was  John  B.  Smith  whose  name  is 
connected  with  the  great  rerlTal  in  religion  in  1788;      the  influence 
of  shich  was  felt  In  Virginia  and  North  Carolina.        One  of  his  class- 
mates was  Moses  Waddel,  who  was  afterward  distinguished  as  a  preacher 
and  teacher  of  youth.        With  the  goodly  heritage  of  Christian  parents 
and  influence  of  pious  teachers,  John  MacEemle  decided  to  enter  the 
ministry.        He  chose  as  his  instructor  in  Theology,  Hot.  James  Hall,  D. 
In  the  summer  of  1793,  the  Presbytery  of  Orange  (which  embraced  all  of 
North  Carolina),  gave  him  license  to  preach.        As  was  often  the  case 
with  young  ministers,  he  was  sent  on  a  missionary  excursion  in  some  of 
the  counties  in  the  State.      While  he  resided  in  Burke  County,  he 
married  Miss  Mary  Srwln,  who  was  amiable,   intellectual  and  all  that  a 
pastor's  wife  should  be.  To  them  were  born  nine  children,  fire  sons 

and  four  daughters,  two  sons  beeame  ministers  of  the  gospel.      He  later 
accepted  a  call  to  the  congregation  of  Rocky  Hirer  and  Philadelphia 
churches.  These  two  flourishing  churches,  numbering  at  the  time  of 

his  death  more  members  than  any  other  pastoral  charge  in  the  Synod.  ¥t, 
Wilson  was  evidently  a  man  of  peace,  for  it  was  said,  "Ho  cases  come  to 
court  from  that  part  of  Mecklenburg** ,  and  in  his  congregation  he  urged 
his  people  to  settle  their  differences  among  themselTes. 

After  serTlng  as  pastor  of  these  churches  for  eleren  years,  some 
of  the  members  of  his  congregation  persuaded  him  to  open  an  academy  for 
the  education  of  young  men,  particularly  young  men  who  wished  to  study 
for  the  ministry.  He  opened  his  academy  in  1812,  located  about  a 

JJil  ir?.        ^ff*'  continued  to  teach  for  twelTe  years.  Twenty- 

Bnlw  PI  ministers  of  the  gospel,  fifteen  of  these  were 

jcocky  Hirer  boys,  six  of  them  grandons  of  Robert  Morrison.        Many  of 


th«s«  srottAg  nmu  eould  not  h«Te  rtte«lT*d  a  elasaioal  adueatioa  If  it 
had  not  baaa  for  Dr»  Wilson's  school. 

Oils  to  strain  and  sxhanstioa  at  ths  ms sting  of  Frssbytsry  iA 
Morgantoa  in  1830,  ha  returnsd  horns  an  ill  man  and  noTsr  rseoTsrsd* 
Dr.  .Hobinson  of  Foplar  Tsnt  Church,  a  friend  and  school  nats,  rsaehod 
Hoeky  RiTsr  by  prsYious  appointasnt  on  Saturday  to  prsaeh  on  Sabbath, 
and  was  thsre  to  conduet  ths  funsral  of  his  bsloTSd  f risnd.  Ths 
church  was  too  small  for  ths  aassmbly,  so  ths  eorpss  was  plaosd  in 
front  of  ths  tsnt  or  arbor  in  ths  bsautiful  groTS  whsrs  it  was  ths 
oust OK  to  hold  communion  serTlcs,  and  thers  the  peopls  of  ths  congrs* 
gat ion  listsasd  to  ths  funsral  dlseourss  of  Dr.  Hoblnson,  who  had  cobs 
to  Tisit  and  not  bury  his  frisnd. 

Thsy  laid  him  away  in  ths  grsTsyard  at  Rocky  BiTsr  Churoh.  To 
tbs  Isft  of  ths  sntranes  stands  ths  stons  which  aarks  ths  grave,  with 
this  inssrlptiont 

Sacred  to  ths  asmory  of  ths  Isarned,  pious  and  Tenerable 
Blnistsr  of  ths  gospsl  -  Rst.  John  M.  Wilson,  D.  D«  who 
dspartmsnt  this  lifs  July  30th  1831  ags  6S  ysars,  for 
about  thirty  ysars  ths  abls  and  faithful  and  bsloTSd 
pastor  of  Rooky  RiTor  and  Philadelphia  ohurchss. 
Thsy  that  bs  wise  shall  shins  as  ths  brightnsss  of  the 
fimaiasat,  and  thsy  that  turn  aany  to  rlghtousness,  as 
the  stars  for  srsr  and  STsr* 


i: 


Tli«  iBOidttnt  of  Shelby  and  Carutliers,  ia  told  of  two  famlllos 
liTlAg  at  Hoeky  Hlvar.         Thm  Shelby  family  Patriots;  Carutharft 
family  T^riaa*          Caruthara  married  Miaa  Shelby.         Tha  Shelby 
brothera  being  Patriots  weat  to  taa  home  of  Caruthara;    beat  him  and 
flogged  him,  80  that  hla  aoraama  could  be  heard  for  four  ailaa,  and 
left  the  mark a  of  their  avorda  upon  him  to  eueh  an  extent  that  he 
repented  and  becaaa  an  ardent  supporter  of  tha  Patriots* 


JOsmrA  HAPLIY^S  WILL, 

A  eopy  of  Joahua  Eadley'e  will  ia  enclosed  with  thia  paper*  Tha 
original  will  is  filed  in  Cabarrua  County  Court  House* 

Thia  reference  is  made  in  regard  to  the  will*  Joshua  Hadley 
must  hSTe  been  a  man  of  character  and  conaoience;  for  eren  though 
hietory  telle  us  that  he  disclosed  the  naaea  of  tib.e  Cabarrus  Blaok 
Boys,  he  did  it  under  bodily  fear  and  brought  upon  himself  lasting 
sufferings  in  his  own  reflections*  He  was  a  member  of  Sugaw  Creek 

eoagraeation*  Ha  began  hie  will,  in  dedieating'<*hie  aoul      to  Ood 

from  whanea  it  aama**         After  making  Tarloua  bequeats  to  membera  of 
his  family,  ha  aayst        In  tha  next  place  I  giTO  to  the  poor  of 
Cabarrua  County  my  plantation  in  Montgomery  County  whereon  Whitby  lirea, 
it  being  an  oblong  aquara,        liy  Athar  aurrey  in    Uontgomery  County  I 
giro  to  the  poor  of  Montgomery  County,  etc*      What  I  mean  by  the  poor, 
ia  eueh  aa  ha-re  to  be  maintained  by  the  eounty* 

He  ie  buried  ia  Rocky  BiTer  grawayard  •  his  wife  is  buried  in 
Hemorial  Oarden* 

Hla  will  was  probated  ia  1809* 


glCTRAOT  ARCHIBALD  ffHITB'S  ^ILL 


A  eopy  of  Archibald *e  white ^e  will  is  enclosed  with  this  paper* 
The  original  is  filed  in  the  Cabarrus  County  Court  House* 


Thertt  are  aaroral  Intarestlng  and  amuaine  itaias  in  this  will, 
ona  la  that  ha  aaks  for  a  daeent  funeral,  and  dlacouragaa  tha  uaa 
of  any  apirltous  likara  at  his  funaral. 

Ra  tbanka  God  for  his  numerotia  family  and  a  littla  of  tbla 
world* a  gooda,  nakaa  proTision  for  tha  membora  of  hla  family,  in  a 
Tary  oonaelantious  manner*      Ho  dlridaa  hla  booka  aTidantly  prising 
hla  library,  and  apaaka  of  tha  booka  in  hia  poaaaaalon  that  ha  broaght 
fron  rannaylTaaia  whan  ha  eaaa* 


Xia  will  waa  probatad  in  1801, 


Dr*  Southarlaiid  in  speaking  of  this  oastoa  on  lal.*  of  Levis, 
m  liis  book,  "Arehss  of  Tsars*  says  - 


"Amongst  tlis  psopla  of  ths  blaek  hoassa  tbers  is  a  eurious 
easton .     in  courtship  and  like  all  primitiTe  sex  oustoas,  it  is  based 
OB  ecoBoaio  eonditions.         The  tiiae  for  making  love  is  durius  tke 
long  winter  nights  w;en  the  young  men  are  at  home*  On  that  bleak 

windswept  eoast  it  would  be  difficult  for  two  people  to  make  love  out 
of  doors*        So  the  young  man  goes  to  the  girls  home*        Again,  with 
one  living  room  where  the  family  are  sitting,  it  is  difficult  to  make 
lore*         The  girl  goes  to  tue  sleeping  room*        There  is  no  firs  tii«re, 
nor  any  light,  beeause  the  burning  of  tallow  eandles  and  oil  is  a  con- 
sideration to  people  so  poor*        So  for  warmth  the  girl  goes  to  bed* 
Onee  in  bed  her  legs  are  inserted  into  one  large  stocking,  which  her 
mother  ties  about  her  knees*    Then  the  young  man  goes  to  the  sleeping 
room  and  lies  beeide  her*        It  is  called  **Bundling**  and  was  a  praotlee 
in  New  Sngland  during  the  early  part  of  the  last  century* 


This  custom  was  also  praetieed  in  the  Rocky  River  neighbor- 
hood*     Many  of  the  settlers  were  from  the  Isle  of  Lewis,  so  naturally 
theyr  brought  there  eustoms  with  them,  and  old  people  still  rei&ember 
haTing  been  told  of  this  singular  custom,  by  their  mothers* 

In  a  recent  cinema  "  Pursuit  of  Happiness'*  with  Francis  Lederer 
as  the  star,  one  scene  include  this  custom*         Also  in  the  dramatizing 
of  the  life  of  Benjamin  Franklin  on  the  Radio,  his  courtship  was  by 
•bundling-.  /) /—  / /— 


/ 


ISRABL  PICKBHS 


Zarael  Piokens,  the  son  of  Oaptaln  Sarauel  and  Jane 
Carrlgan  PiokeziB  was  born  in  vhat  is  now  Cabarrus  County  on  the 
80th  of  January  1780.        Captain  Samuel  Pickens  was  a  gentleman  of 
Freneh  deseent  and  serred  his  country  in  the  Bevolutionary  ?^ar 
against  the  British  and  the  Tories  in  the  two  Carolinas*  Jane 
Carrigan  was  the  daughter  of  Captain  James  Carrigan  and  his  wife, 
Isahelle. 

Israel  Pickens  reoelTed  his  academic  education  partly  in 
South  Carolina  but  principally  at  a  school  in  Iredell  County,  North 
Carolina,  and  finished  his  studies  at  Washington  College,  PennsylTania, 
where  he  also  completed  his  law  education*         He  returned  to  his 
natire  state,  established  himself  at  Uorganton  in  the  practice  of  law, 
lired  there  many  years  and  occasionally  represented  Burke  County  in 
the  legislature*  In  1811  he  was  elected  to  Congress  from  that 

district  and  continued  to  represent  it  until  the  year  1817,        He  gare 
his  rote  for  the  War  of  1812,  and  continued  a  firm  supporter  of  all 
the  prominent  measures  of  the  administration  of  President  Madison* 
In  1817,  Israel  Pickens  removed  to  Alabama,  and  settled  at  St.  Stephens 
where  he  practiced  law,  and  held  the  post  of  Register  Of  the  Laa& 
Office.  He  represented  Washington  County  in  the  conTcntion  which 

framed  a  constitution  for  the  would-*be  State  of  Alabama,  but  soon 
after  mored  to  areene  County*         After  the  tragic  death  of  the  first 
goTernor  of  Alabama,  ifi'illiam  H*  Bibb,  and  the  brief  tenure  in  office 
of  his  brother,  Thomas  Bibb,  who  served  as  Acting  Sovernor  it  was 
very  necessary  that  the  citizens  should  choose  as  the  next  Covernor 
a  man  of  suitable  experience  in  public  affairs  to  organize  the  state 
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upon  ft  8aour«  foandatlon*         To  Oorvrnor  Piekeas  ye&lljr  f«ll  tii« 
Avity  of  perfdotlng  and  haraonlslng  tho  n«w  state  govarament,  fov 
hoth,  of  his  pwo0LOQ9O9orB  ware  in  offioa  t<»o  ahoipt  a  tia«  te  affaet 
a  gifaat  daaX«         It  waa  tha  oplBiom  of  Eonorat^la  F»  S«  £(roii»  of 
|laraxigo»  who  w^a  an  attantlTO  obaerTor  of  OTanta  at  tliat  timeg  that 
lia  waa  tha  aioet  uaafuX  axaoutlira  the  atata  avar  had*         During  tha 
Inoumbanay  of  dormvnov  Flekana,  Alabama  «aa  visit  ad  by  Ganaifal 
ILaFayatta  who  than  an  old  si&n»  vaa  »akiae  his  Xaat  visit  to  Aaariea» 
whaira  his  sarTioaa  had  baan  ao  valuabla  in  our  strtigglaa  for  indapan« 
danoa*         Publio  anthmsieaia  for  tha  Frenoh  Genaral  was  at  a  vary 
high  point  aa  ha  had  baan  raeaivad  in  arary  other  atata  of  tha  Union 
with  publie  aoGlaia  and  all  possible  honors*         Oahaba    was  at  that 
tiae  tha  Capitol  of  the  state  and  Governor  Piekans  with  a  niuabar  of 
other  publie  nan  Hournayed  fron  that  point  to  Montgomery^  whieh  was 
then  a  river  village*        Froa  Montgomery  the  offieial  party  returned 
to  Oahaba  by  boat,  whieh  was  at  that  time  the  prineipal  mode  of  travel 
and  journeyed  from  that  point  down  the  river  to  Olaiborne  and  Mobile* 

Governor  IPiekens  had  performed  his  duties  with  suoh  satiafae« 
ttoA  to  the  people  of  the  state,  espeeially  in  dealing  with  land 
titlea,  whieh  he  had  farailiarieed  hinself  with  in  his  foraer  position* 
that  at  tbe  expiration  of  his  seoond  term  of  office  as  Governor  he  was 
appointed  by  Govei^nor  John  i;arphy  to  tho  tJ^nited  Statee  senate  to  fill 
the  unexpired  term  oooasioned  by  the  death  of  senator  Henry  Ohambers* 
On  the  eve  of  taking  his  seat  in  the  senate,  President  John  Quinoy 
Adams  offered  hin  the  position  of  TTnited  States  Distriet  Judge  for 
Alabama  but  he  deelined  this  honor  on  aeeount  of  failing  health*  In 
Koveaber*  1886  he  resigned  his  seat  in  the  senate  in  oonsequenee  of 
lung  trouble*         Shortly  thereafter,  aooompanied  by  his  devoted 


Isrother,  he  journeyod  to  Ouba,  hoping  that  the  mild  olimate  would 
henefit  hla.         This  hope,  howerer  proTed  futile  and  he  passed 
away  April  S4,  1827  in  Matanzae , Cuba,  where  he  was  interred.  His 
death  was  a  seTere  loss  to  the  state  at  that  tiae  for  he  possessed 
the  solid,  ingenious,  and  praotieal  talents  of  whieh  all  new  states 
stand  in  need,  the  experience  to  shape  her  domestic  policy,  and  the 
wisdom  and  Tirtue  which  the  founders  of  all  gorernraents  should  leave 
as  a  legacy  to  posterity* 

OoTernor  Pickens  was  six  feet  high,  very  slender  and  erect 
with  a  fair  complexion  and  blue  eyes.        Zn  all  the  attributes  of  a 
aoral  nature,  he  was  indeed  a  remarkable  man.         His  manners  were 
easy,  affable  and  kind  *  his  temper  mild,  amiable  and  always  the  same. 
Benerolence  was  a  predominant  trait  in  his  character.         He  had  a 
finished  education  and  talents  of  a  high  order  and  more  solid  than 
brilliant.  As  a  public  man,  he  was  rery  popular  and  although  mild 

and  gentle  in  his  deportment,  no  one  was  firmer  in  the  discharge  of 
his  public  duties.  He  possessed  extraordinary  mechanical  ingenuity 

and  a  great  fondness  for  mathematics,  natural  philosophy  and  astronomy. 
Vhile  a  student  under  Dr.  Hall  of  Horth  Carolina,  he  inTented  the  lunar 
dial,  by  which  the  time  of  night  could  be  ascertained  by  the  moon. 
While  a  member  of  Congress,  the  celebrated  Heidheifer  pretended  to  hare 
diseoTsred  perpetual  motion,  aiid  exhibited  a  model  in  Washington  city, 
to  the  inspection  of  which  he  invited  the  members  o^  Congress*  Mr. 
Pickens  with  many  others  attended  and  witnessed  its  performaneet  and 
being  satisfied  that  there  was  deception  in  the  matter,  he  returned  the 
next  day,  and  gave  It  a  more  thorough  examination.         Finding  the 
doors  open,  he  entered  but  there  was  no  one  within.         During  this 


••eond  Tisit,  h»  deteoted  the  fraud  and  «xpo«ed  it,  by  inserting  a 
«ard  in  the  National  Zntelligeneer ,  signed  *A  Member  of  Oongrese*. 
This  brought  forth  bitter  reply  from  the  impostor,  and  a  rejoinder  from 
the  "j^ember  of  Congress*',  but  in  a  few  days  Reidheifer,  model  and  all 
left  the  city  never  to  return* 

Some  years  after  his  death,  the  state  of  Alabama  by  an  aet 
of  Legislature  had  his  remains  brought  from  Cuba  and  they  were  buried 
in  the  family  burying  ground  near  Oreensboro,  Alabama* 

While  living  in  Morganton,  the  romance  in  his  life  came 
into  being.      Not  far  away  lived  the  lovely  Martha  Orrilla  LeNoir, 
daughter  of  General  William  and  Ann  Ballard  LoNoir  and  their  marriage 
took  plaee  in  the  ancestral  home  whioh  is  still  in  possession  of  the 
family,  on  June  8,  1814*         Four  children  were  born  to  this  union, 
three  growing  to  mature  years,  7ulia  Ann  Mira,  Andrew  LeKoir,  Isreal 
Leonidas  and  William  Tames*        Patsy  as  she  was  affectionately  called 
by  her  family  died  on  August  16,  19S3  shortly  after  the  birth  of  her 
youngest  son,  William  Tames,  who  also  died  the  followine  September* 
Among  the  treasures  at  the  old  LeHoir  home  in  Wilkes  County  are  dresses 
worn  by  *Fatsy«  while  she  was  with  her  husband  in  Washington,  letters 
to  ier  brother  when  she  was  attending  school  in  Haleigh  and  Salem,  the 
letter  from  Israel  Pickens  to  General  LeHoir  asking  permission  to 
pursue  his  suit,  and  letters  from  Washington  telling  of  affairs  there* 

In  one  of  her  letters  to  a  friend.  Patsy  admitted  that  she 
had  cut  a  watch  paper  for  **Mr.  P*"  to  take  to  Washington  with  him  but 
she  did  not  admit  any  special  significance  in  the  gift*      On  his  dead 
body  the  silhouette  portrait  of  Patsy,  his  beloved  wife  was  found  by 


brother  a&d  brought  baek,  and  his  letter  %o  his  f ath«r«»in«»Xai* 
tslXing  of  her  death  paid  a  beautiful  tribute  to  her* 


Samuel  Fiekens  a  brother  of  OoYernor  Israel  Fiekens  is 
also  of  interest  to  us  here  is  Oabarrus*         Se  was  born  at  his 
father* s  home  oa  the  Poplar  Teat  Eoad  la  1?$1«         After  hie  eduea- 
tioa  here  in  Rorth  Carolina  h#t  too»  went  to  Alabama  where  he  served 
as  Comptroller  of  the  Publie  Aeeounts  fron  1619  to  188a»  S# 
also  took  en  aetive  interest  In  other  publie  affairs  of  the  state  of 
Alabama  whieh  at  that  time  was  just  organising  its  isorernment  into 
that  of  a  new  sitate*         Saatuel  Piekens  was  married  three  times  but 
only  the  third  wife,  who  was  Mary  Oaillard  fhomas  of  Charleston,  bore 
him  children*         A  grondaughtert  Mary  Thomas  Piekens  beoame  the 
wife  of  Thomas  w«  opie,  an  Spisoopal  Minister  who  was  at  one  time 
reetor  in  Burlington,  North  Carolina  and  known  to  some  of  us* 


Znaerlptlou  on  Israel  Pickens  Monument,  at  Oreenaboro,  Alal>amas 


ISRAEL  PICKSNS 
Third  OoTornor  of 
ALABAMA 

Born  January  50,  1789,  Hear  Concord 

Mecklenburg  (Now  Caberrua)  Co,  H.C. 

Graduated  Jefferson  College 
Cannnsburg,  Pa*,  1808 

adaltted  to  the  Bar  and  serred 
in  N.O,  Senate,  1802-09; 

Member  of  Congress  from  C» 
1811-17, 

Begister  of  Land  Office 
St«  Stephens,  Ala,,  1817-21; 

Member  Constitutional  Convention,  1819; 

OoTcrnor  1821-25;      U.  S,  Senate  1826; 

Died  Hatansas,  Cuha,  April  24,  1827* 

HIS  WIFB  MAHTHA  ORILLA, 

Daughter  of  Gen.  Wm«  k  Ann  (Ballard)  LeNoir 
Of  Fort  Defiance,  N.C,  1792-1823. 

THSIR  SOU 
WILLIAM  JAMS3,  1822-1823. 

PICKENS 

Sreeted  By  The  Alabama  Centennial  Commission,  1980. 


OOVBSNOR  ISRAEL  PICKSN3  OF  ALABAMA. 


On  the  highway  leading  from  Coneord  to  Beattlosford  in 
the  western  border  of  Cabarrus  County,  North  Carolina,  aay  be  aeen 
an  old  dilapidated  building  -  a  loeality  rife  with  those  reminiseenes 
that  make  in  part  that  history  which  is  philosophy  teaching  by 
example.        On  the  farm  now  owned  and  occupied  by  Mr.  B.  R.  Harris, 
Israel  Pickens,  the  first  (loTernor  of  Alabama  was  born*          It  was 
originally  the  homestead  of  the  Pickens  family.  Israel  Pickens 

was  brought  up  and  educated  in  this  neighborhood  under  the  tutelage 
of  Dr.  Hobinson,  then  the  accomplished  preceptor  of  an  Academy  at 
Poplar  Tent.         How  faithfully  and  how  well  the  distinguished  pupil 
proved  worthy  of  the  instructions  of  his  gifted  and  illustrious 
teacher,  let  his  short  but  brilliant  career  as  a  statesman  suffice  to 
answer.  GoTernor  Pickens  was  twice  elected  to  Congress  from  the 

mountain  district  of  his  natiTs  state}         but  was  appointed  by 
President  Monroe  in  1817  Territorial  GoTernor  of  Alabama,  ere  his 
second  term  in  Congress  expired.  In  ld).9,  after  the  admission 

of  that  State  into  the  Union,  he  was  elected  by  the  people,  GoYernor 
of  the  State. 

When  his  term  of  office  as  Chief  Magistrate  expired,  he  was 
elected,  by  her  Legislature,  a  Senator  of  the  United  States,  which 
distinguished  position  he  held  conseeutiTely  till  his  untimely  death 
in  1826  at  Matanzas,  in  the  Island  of  Cuba,  whither  gone  in 

Tain  hope  of  arresting  the  rsTages  of  pulmonary  consumption. 

His  genius  as  a  statesman  is  enstamped  upon  the  early 


history  of  Alabaxna;      axid  her  l«gl»I&tu7«  well  att«st«d  the  gratl* 
tttd«  of  the  people  for  hie  dietlngul^hetf  eevvleoe,  by  ordering 
his  rosieinsto  be  reiaoved  from  the  Island  and  burled  in  the  bosom 


Horth  Carol inn  must  share  hie  fame* 

Hairing  Illustrated  a  brief  but  useful  and  distinguished 
««reer»  he  paesad  away  in  the  meridian  of  life,  and  preeeded  hie 
illustrious  teaeher  ne&riy  twenty  years,  to  aeeountabllitiee  where 
faith  oan  only  follow  then 

Bow  truly  is  realised  in  the  end  of  teaeher  and  pupil  «• 
"the  eld  nan  eXo<iuent"  and  the  young  statesaan,  the  poetie  line 

"The  path  of  glory  leads  but  to  the  eraYe,** 

W»  3* 


/  The  aboTs  sketeh  is  a  eopy  of  one  whieh 
appeared  in  the  June  1866  copy  of  the 
aa^sasine  '*The  Land  We  Love**  edited  by 
Gen*  0*  H«  Hill,  of  the  Southern  Arsiy, 
and  published  In  Charlotte,  H«0»  X 
think  the  writer  was  William  Shakespeare 
Harris  of  I'oplar  Teat#/ 


of  the  land  of  hia  adoption* 


Alabama  oontaine  hie  ashes  but 


mSOBIC  LODGE  Of  CABAREOS 

tt  is  ?resua«d  that  the  abor^  subject  refers  to  *Stokes  Lodge 
Ho*  82"  vhich  li  the  oldest  lodge  la  Cab&rrus  County  and  vhleh  Is  still 
la  exleteace* 

In  order  that  a  tiroper  backgrouad  alght  be  laid  eoncemlag  the 
history  of  so  venerable  an  InstitntioB  as  Stokes  Lodge  Ho«  ZZ,  Ancient^ 
Free  and  Aeeepted  Kasonst  of  Concord »  Horth  Carolina ,  it  Is  necessary 
that  we  ezaalne  into  and  faalliarize  onrselTes  with  the  soring  spirit 
behind  the  establishing  of  the  Lodge*    Who  was  he?    What  did  the  people 
of  his  tiae  think  of  hiat 

A  dispensation  Issued  during  the  year  1797  by  the  Most  Worship- 
ful lllliaa  Blehardson  Darief  Grand  Vaster  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  iorth 
Carolina,  to  General  Uontfort  Stokes  directing  hia  to  fora  a  lodge  of 
Freeaasons  in  the  little  town  of  Concord^  and  appointing  General  Stokes 
to  be  the  first  Master  of  the  Lodge.    It  vas  the  custoa  in  those  days 
to  naae  Lodges  for  eaiaent  Masons  living  at  the  tiae,  and  In  honor  of 
Its  first  aaster  the  new  lodge  chose  the  naae  of  Stokes*    This  is» 
therefore^  for  the  purpose  of  recording  a  short  sketch  of  the  first 
Master  of  Stokes  Lodge* 

Montfort  Stokes  was  bora  about  the  year  1760  in  Rowan  County 
Iorth  Carolina*    We  know  very  little  concerning  his  early  life*  While 
still  la  his  teens  he  entered  the  Kerolutlonary  Aray»  and  was  taken 
prisoner  near  Norfolk  in  1776.    He  was  confined  for  eereral  aonths  oa 
Board  a  British  prison  ship* 

For  a  nuaber  of  years  Stokes  was  Clerk  of  the  Superior  Court  for 
Bowaa  County ,  Morth  Carolina,  and  was  alao  Clerk  of  the  Senate  of  the 
State.    In  the  last  naaed  position  he  enjoyed  such  popularity  as  to  be 
elected  9nited  States  Senator  froa  Rorth  Carolina  in  the  year  1804,  to 


I 


1 


2. 

0ucee«d  Sftnator  Franklia.    He  did  not  d«sire  th»  «ppoliitii«iit  and  d«-» 
eliB«d  it* 

8«  was  agai&  eleeted  United  States  Semater  in  1816  and  serred 
im  that  body  of  the  youag  republic  until  18£S« 

In  1816  a  aovesent  for  a  eo&stitutio&aX  eonveatioa  was  begmn  bjr 
aeabere  of  the  Oeaeral  Ajpseably  froa  the  westera  part  of  Borth  Carol laa^ 
aad  at  length,  la  18£E,  the  nev  couaty  of  Daridsoa  vae  created  out  of 
the  aorthera  portion  of  Bowaa*    IDuriag  the  closing  days  of  the  session 
of  1822  a  eaueas  of  westera  aenbers  was  held  and  it  was  deteraiaed  to 
hold  a  coaTeatioB  of  those  who  were  in  syapathy  with  the  we@t.  This 
eoaveatioa  met  at  Raleigh  just  before  the  Isseably  convened  in  ISSS,  and 
General  Moatfort  Stokes  presided.    Their  efforts  weat  for  aaaght,  aad 
this  incident  is  only  narrated  for  the  parpose  of  further  showing  the 
influeaee  aad  proalaeaee  of  Stokes  in  State  affairs* 

Stokes  was  elected  Senator  in  the  General  Asseably  of  North  Caro* 
liaa  la  18£6»  aad  ia  1829  a  aeaber  of  the  House  of  Coaaoas  froa  Wilkes 
CDuaty  after  he  had  reaored  froa  Rowaa.    He  vas  also  elected  to  that 
body  ia  1850 9  at  which  tiae  he  was  chosea  as  Qoveraor  of  the  State  of 
North  Carolina* 

Ihirlng  his  tera  of  office  the  State  Capitol  was  destroyed  by  fire 
on  Juae  21 »  18S1«  aad  GoTemor  Stokes  offered  his  residence  as  a  aeet« 
ing  place  for  the  General  Asseably* 

General  Andrew  Jackson  appointed  Siontfort  Stokes  in  1852  as  Indian 
Agent  in  Arkansas,  where  he  reaowed  aad  reaaiaed  until  his  death  ia 
1842*    He  was  burled  at  Fort  Gibson,  Oklahomay  aad  is  the  oaly  Ee^olu* 
tloaary  soldier  buried  ia  Oklahoaa  soil*    The  Daughters  of  the  Aaericaa 
Hewolutloa  hawe  placed  a  aeaorial  of  stone  aad  broasa  at  his  grawa* 


3* 


It  is  of  interest  th&t  on  tb«  8err«nt®enth  day  of  Deeonber  1842, 
tli«  HonorabXo  D.  M.  Barrlnger  of  C&b&rrns  County y  and  l&ter  EnToy  to 
Spain,  introduced  the  following  resolution  in  the  House  of  Connont  of 
lerth  Carolinat 

*lherea8«  the  House  of  Coaynons  have  heard  vith  regret  of  the 
death  of  Bx-QoTemor  Montfort  Stokes^  whose  life  has  been  eonneeted  wlth^ 
fer  more  than  half  a  eentiiry,  the  history  of  Horth  Carolina,  and  hae 
oeeupied  many  distinguished  stations  in  her  gift»  Therefore,  resolved 
nnaninously  • 

'That  as  a  nark  of  respect  to  the  aeisory  of  Kontf ort,  this 
I«nse  do  now  adjourn  until  llonday  norning,  ten  o'elock." 

Oovemor  Stokes  aarried  Mary  Irvin,  the  daughter  of  Colonel 
Henry  Irvin  of  Bdgeconbe  County,  who  fell  at  Gersanton  in  1777,  by 
which  narriage  he  had  aeveral  children,  one  of  then  being  Major  Mont- 
fort 8.  Stokes* 

Montfort  Stokes  beeane  a  aason  at  the  age  of  eSy  havinf  petitioned 
Royal  White  Bart  Lodge,  at  Halifax,  M.  C*  to  be  initiated  in  the  aysteriei 
of  Free  iiasonry,  and  was  initiated  into  the  ayeterles  of  an  Entered 
apprentice  of  that  lodge*    He  received  the  degree  of  a  Fellow  Craft 
on  the  13th  of  June  1763  and,  on  the  15th  day  of  Septeaber  178S,  was 
raised  to  the  subline  degree  of  a  aaster* 

While  Montfort  Stokes  never  served  as  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Morth  Carolina,  he  held  sever&l  iaportant  offices  and  his  in- 
fluence was  felt  by  that  Grand  Body* 

He  served  as  Junior  Grand  Warden  during  the  years  of  1796  and 
1797,  and  was  serving  in  that  capacity  at  the  tiae  he  beeaae  the  first 
Master  of  Stokes  Lodge  Ko*  52.     He  also  held  the  offices  of  Senior  Grand 
Warden  froa  1798  to  1601  inclusive,  and  Deputy  Grand  Master  fron  1802  to 


1807  InelttslTe, 

While  servl&g  his  last  jsar  as  Bepiity  Oraad  llaster  h«  had  ths 
honor  of  prssiding  as  Grand  Slastsr  pTOmtm*  over  the  eomsiunic&tioBt 
of  the  Grand  Lodge  on  Kovenher  21st »  KoTember  28th  aud  December  SSth 
180r, 

And  so  «e  elearly  see  that  the  Lodge  which  is  so  dear  to  th« 
hearts  of  the  Xasons  of  Concord^  Sorth  Carolina,  had  a  rich  heritage 
fron  its  Tery  beginning*  in  that  her  fir at  Master  was  one  of  the  emin- 
ent Kaeons  of  his  tine  and  proved  hiaself  to  be  an  able  statesnaa 
lored  by  his  people  who  lavishly  bestowed  high  office  upon  hin* 

The  history  of  Stokes  Lodge  being  alnost  synonymous  with  that  of 
Cabarrms  County  and  the  Town  of  Coneord»  it  is  necessary  to  go  several 
years  anterior  to  the  actual  founding  of  the  Lodge  in  order  to  properly 
lay  the  foundation  for  the  story  which  is  to  follow* 

The  General  Assembly  of  i^orth  Carolina  passed  an  Act  erecting 
a  new  and  distinct  county  by  the  name  of  Cabarrus  in  the  year  1702* 
the  county  being  named  in  honor  of  Stephen  Cabarrus  who  was  at  the 
time  speaker  of  the  House  of  Comsions*    It  so  happens  that  Stephen 
Cabarrus  was  a  prominent  Kason»  having  served  as  Grand  Treasurer  of 
Grand  Lodge  in  1788  and  1789,  and  as  Senior  Grand  Vardea  in  1790  and 
1791. 

In  Kovember  1795  the  General  Assembly  appointed  a  new  commission 
of  three  members  knova  as  Commissioners  and  Superintendents  of  the 
Public  buildings  and  sale  of  the  lots  of  the  Towa  of  Concord,  and  on 
the  eighteenth  day  af  April,  1798  they  conveyed  to  William  Atklasoa 
lot  Ko»  4  in  the  northwest  square  of  said  towa*    The  property  is  lo* 
eated  on  the  southwest  side  of  what  is  now  known  as  South  Onion  Street 
between  West  Gorbln  Street  and  Barbriek  Street,  being  247}  feet  from 


ih»  aorth««st  l&teroeetioa  of  South  Union  m&d  lS»Bt  Corbin  Streets. 

WllXiaB  Atkinson  was  a  0ilTer8nit!i»  and  It  waa  in  hit  houaa  that 
Stokei  Lodge  was  to  be  bom* 

Original  naauscripts  on  file  in  the  office  of  the  Grand  Seeretaxy 
ef  the  Grand  Lodge  of  lorth  GaroXiaa  prove  conclusively  the  heginiiing 
of  Stokes  Lodge  Ho«  St,  Ancient  Free  and  Accepted  XasonSy  of  Concordia 
■orth  Carolina.    These  aanusieripts  are  yellow  with  age^  but  otherwise 
in  a  perfect  state  of  preserTation* 

The  ainutes  of  Stokes  Lodge  under  dispensation  issued  by  the  Most 
Worshipful  tilliaa  Richardson  0a7le»  Grand  Master f  begin  with  the  first 
■eeting  held  at  the  house  of  lillias  Atkinson  in  the  town  of  Concord 
on  August  15,  1797,  end  show  a  full  and  eoaplete  record  to  Sfovenber 
9,  1797. 

At  the  first  aeeting  on  August  ISth,  1797  we  find  froa  the  aiautes 
the  following  quotation,  which  fully  sets  out  the  character  of  the  aea 
to  be  desirest 

This  Lodge  eoasideriag  that  the  peace,  good  goweraaeatt  good  order 
and  well  being  of  all  lodges  depends  upon  their  strict  and  steady  ad- 
herence tOf  aad  perforaaaces  of  the  Ancient  established  rules  of  the 
Craft,  and  the  observance  of  by  1aw»  to  proaote  the  interest  aad  haraony 
of  the  Lodge* 

The  aeabers  of  this  Lodge  are  all  tiae  in  and  out  of  the  Lodge, 
to  conduct  theaselres  with  decency,  uprightness,  and  brotherly  affection, 
and  to  beware  of  adaitting  aaong  then  any  person  that  aight  bring  re«> 
preach  and  disgrace  upon  those  who  hare  proaoted  their  welfare  la  the 
Grand  Lodge,  to  which  they  are  responsible  for  their  conduct  upon  all 
oeeasioas* 


6* 


Th«  prooeedlBgs  of  the  Grand  Lodge  ia  1304  records  sothing  of 
lAtorest  to  Stokes  Lodge  except  the  fact  that  it  v&s  duly  representedy 
eftd  la  the  proeeedlage  of  1907 ,  there  ie  e  roeter  of  the  offloere  ead 
aeabers  of  Stokes  Lodge^  showing  a  total  of  26  aeabers* 

The  Grand  Lodge  ooanunlcatlon  of  1811  shows  ia  its  miautee  that 
Stokes  Lodge  aade  a  foraal  s'Jirrender  of  its  Charter  and  underveat  aad 
eadured  the  dlsaal  experience  of  eesoaic  dissolution.    The  Lodge« 
hovever*  paid  all  its  daes  to  the  Grand  Lodge  and  was  in  good  standing* 

Stokes  Lodge  io«  S2  reaalaed  doraaat  and  out  of  Xasma^ie  eacistenee 
froB  1811  te  1828. 

1828    to  1839. 

For  a  period  of  eighteen  years*  Stokes  Lodge  was  aaabered  aaoag 
the  defunct  lodges  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Horth  Carolina*    But  the 
aaseas  of  Coaeord  aad  the  wieinity  could  not  endure  the  idea  of  being 
without  a  lodge »  and  they  obtained  a  dispensatioa  for  the  purpose  of 
requesting  a  res tore tioa  of  the  Charter  of  Stokes  Lodge ,  and  a  aew 
charter  was  granted  oa  the  18tb  day  of  J>eeeaber»  1828* 

Stokes  Lodge  was  represented  at  the  coABuaieatloa  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  froa  18S0  to  1836  by  Daaiel  Coleaaa*    la  1830  he  had  the  hoaor 
of  presiding  in  the  west  as  Senior  Grand  Vardea  pro* tea*  and  ia  18S1 
was  Juaior  Grand  Warden »  and  he  was  still  Junior  Grand  Vardea  ia  1852 « 
la  1833  and  1834  D&niel  Coleaan  presided  ia  the  West  as  Senior  Gr^nd 
tardea^  and  ia  18SS  he,  la  the  abseaee  of  the  Grand  Master^  had  the 
distiaguished  pleasure  and  hoaor  of  opeaing  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Berth 
Carolina  as  Grand  Master  prt^  iUUI* 

In  the  proceedings  of  the  Grand  Lodge  for  the  year  1839  Stokes 


Xtodge  was  anoAg  tbos«  reported  as  having  failad  to  paj  Grand  Lodge  due* 
for  eoTeral  yoara*    Th«  charter  was  not  revoked  or  seised  of  reeord  la 
either  the  proceedings  of  1829  or  X840«    All  that  we  are  able  to  deter- 
■iae  is  the  fact  that  Stokes  Lodge  disappeared  froB  the  list  of  snb- 
ordinate  lodges  under  the  jarlsdietloa  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Horth  Car- 
olina In  1840*    What  aotn&lly  happened  is  a  nooted  question^  hut  it  !• 
known  that  Stokes  Lodge  ceased  to  ezlst^  so  far  as  Grand  Lodge  was 
concerned^  in  1840  and  reaalned  as  a  defnnet  lodge  until  January  15, 
1850»  when  it  was  once  more  chartered  hj  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Korth  Caro- 
lina* 

la  January  188S,  the  rooa  la  which  Stokes  Lodge  Mo«  82  asseabled 
was  eoasnaed  by  fire»  together  with  all  the  furnitttre,  jewelSf  records 
and  charter*    1  new  charter  was  granted  free  of  charge  by  the  Grand 
Lodge  and  was  dated  Jan*  SSth,  1858* 

Eesearch  extending  over  a  period  of  several  years  has  enabled  us 
to  definitely  place  on  the  roster  of  Stokes  Lodge  So*  52«  as  knova 
aeabers  between  the  years  1797  and  1850,  sixty-nine  nanes*    There  are 
probably  a  few  others  who  will  never  be  known  to  us*    The  unforttmate 
circnastanee  of  having  all  the  records  of  the  Lodge  destroyed  by  fire 
in  January  1888  and  the  loss  or  destruction  of  the  records  froa  1883  to 
1850  aakes  it  lapessible  to  eoapile  a  eoaplete  roster  of  neabers* 

Since  1850t  a  eoaplete  list  of  all  the  meabers  of  Stokes  Lodge 
has  beea  kept»  and  there  appears  oa  the  roster  of  naaes  most  of  those 
who  have  been  foreaost  in  ranks  of  the  builders  of  Concord* 
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STEPHEN  CABARRUS 


Cabarrus  County  was  formed  in  the  year  1792,  from  a  part  of 
Mecklenberg  county.  It  was  named  in  honor  of  Stephen  Cabarrus,  a 
member  of  the  Legislature  from  Chowan  County,  and  Speaker  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  who  cast  the  deciding  vote  in  favor  of  it's 
creation.  Mr.  Cabarrus  lived  in  Pembroke,  which  is  near  -ii'denton, 
North  Carolina.  He  was  a  native  of  France,  a  man  of  great  vivacity 
and  talent,  and  a  useful  and  honorable  man,  and  was  greatly  loved. 

The  original  of  the  following  letter  written  by  Stephen 
Cabarrus  hangs  in  the  Cabarrus  County  Court  House. 

Gentlemen : 

Permit  me  to  convey  to  your  County  through  the  medium  of 
your  standing  Committee  the  sentiments  that  I  sahll  ever  entertain 
for  the  high  honor  I  have  received  from  the  Greneral  Assembly  of 
the  State  in  naming  your  respectful  County  after  rae.     Such  an 
honor  I  did  not  expect,  and  so  great  I  value  it,   that  every  step 
in  my  future  career  shall  be  cautiously  directed  to  preserve  it 
unviolated.     I  am  about  to  retire  to  a  private  life,  but  be  assured 
in  whatever  situation  I  may  be  placed  I  shall  never  cease  to 
address  my  most  fervent  pra/ers  to  our  Common  father  for  your 
welfare  and  happiness. 

I  have  been  informed  since  ray  attendance  here  by  your 
representives  that  an  unfortunate  contest  is  taking  place  respecting 
the  place  to  fix  your  Court  house.     I  had  the  pleasure  of  conferring 
with  your  representives  and  find  that  my  advice  had  some  weight 
with  them.     I  lament,  truly,  your  present  disunion  but  sincerely 
hope  that  harmony  and  friendship  will  soon  be  restored  to  your 
County.     I  have  taken  the  liberty  to  give  them  my  opinion,  not  as 
a  prejudiced  man,  but  as  a  true  friend  and  as  an  affectionate 
brother  to  you  all.     May  all  your  disunions  soon  cease,   it  is  ray 
most  ardent  wish  that  every  man,  every  party  give  up  some  point, 
and  I  hope  to  see  you  soon  reunited.     Nothing  could  give  me  more 
pleasure  as  I  am  7/ell  assured  that  that  alone  would  give  to  your 
County  that  dignity  to  which  it  is  so  well  entitled. 

Tith  the  greatest  respect  and  affection,  T  am,  Gentlemen, 
your  most  obedient  servant  and  true  friend. 

S.  Cabarrus 
ITayetteville ,  N.  C. 
Jan.  7,  1794 

In  an  article  from  the  Charlotte  Observer  written  by  Maude 
Waddell  found  in  the  Cabarrus  County  Committee   ^f  Colonial  Dames 
Scrap  Book  is  the  following  quotation  from  Col.  Fred  A.  Olds, 
Director  of  the  Hall  of  History  of  North  Carolina.   "In  1857  there 
there  was  at  New  Orleans  an  oil  portrait  of  Stephen  Cabarrus,  of 
Edenton,  but  I  am  told  it  was  destroyed  by  fire  at  that  time.  I 
have  in  the  Sail  of  History  pictures  of  all  the  persons  for  whom 
our  Counties  are  named,  which  I  have  been  able  to  secure  in  thirty 
years  of  work.     Cabarrus  was  french  born  and  his  lovely  picturesqJ^s 
home  is  now  the  United  States  fish  Hatchery  atSdenton,  the 
"Mother  to?/n"  of  our  North  Carolina." 


Dr.  Foster  Alexander  Sondley,  L.L.D.  of  Asheville,  noted 
Southern  Historian,  whose  private  library  on  his  estate  near 
Asheville  contains  very  nearly  one  hundred  thousand  volumes, 
says  of  Cabarrus  the  followin:;^:     "  Stephen  Cabarrus,  a  frenchman 
was  born  in  17  54.     He  came  to  North  Carolina  while  the  Revolutiona 
liar  was  in  progress.     Became  a  member  of  the  Legislature  in  1783 
and  up  to  1793  and  from  1800  to  1805,   including  both  years;  was 
speaker  of  the  House  of  Commons  from  1789  to  1792  including  both 
years;     and  from  1800  to  1805,  including  both  years;  he  was  a 
member  of  the  North  Carolina  Convention  which  refused  to  accept 
the  United  States  Constitution  in  1788;  was  a  member  of  the  fisst 
board  of  trustees  of  the  University  of  North  Carolina  in  1789, 
He  was  such  a  trustee  until  1792.     Cabarrus  was  honored  by  having 
his  name  given  to  the  new  County  of  Cabarrus  in  1792.     He  was  a 
member  of  the  Commission  that  founded  the  City  of  Raleigh,  and 
was  honored  by  having  a  street  in  that  city  named  for  him.  He 
died  in  Edenton  August  4,  1808#" 

In  the  same  article  by  Maude  Taddell  it  was  said:   "In  the 
character  of  Stephen  Cabarrus  genius  shone,   it  was  but  secondary 
to  the  qualities  of  spirit  of  the  man,  and  every  where  in 
chronicled  records  that  his  name  appeared  even  in  the  most  cynical 
and  skeptical  quarters,  his  qualities  of  goodness  are  stressed.' 


WILLIAM  CHURCHILL  HOtJSTOH 


William  Churchill  Houston  was  horn  in  the  upcountry 
Sumter  district  of  South  Carolina  somewhere  around  the  year  17  46, 
Not  long  afterward  his  father,  Archibald,  mored  to  North  Carolina 
which  was  all  upland  back-woods  and  plantations.  He  got  some 

schooling  at  the  log  cabin  academy  of  Poplar  Tent  where  he  came 
under  the  eye  of  Joseph  Alexander,  Princeton,  1760,  who  prepared 
him  for  college.         He  left  home  in  1764  with  a  horse,  his  own 
clothes,  and  50  pounds  cash*  Alexander's  recommendations,  and 

his  own  quality  were  high  enough  to  get  him  a  support  job  teaching 
in  the  grammar  school  then  attached  to  the  college.  He  won  no 

honors  or  prizes,  but  was  graduated  A.  B.  at  the  Commencement  of 
1768.         j^romoted  to  be  master  of  the  grammar  school,  he  was  soon 
made  tutor,  and  in  1771  was  unanimously  chosen  Professor  of  Mathe- 
matics and  Natural  Philosophy. 

In  1775  and  1776  he  serTod  as  deputy  secretary  for  the 
Continental  Congress.  In  February  1776  he  was  commissioned  by 

the  New  Jersey  Provincial  Congress,  Captain  of  the  End  regiment  of 
Somerset  Militia  and  served  until  August  1776  when  he  resigned 
because  of  the  pressure  of  his  college  duties  in  Dr.  Witherspoon* s 
absence  in  Congress.  He  was  elected  a  member  of  the  New  Jersey 

Legislature  and  then  of  the  Continental  Congress  and  was  Reeeirer  of 
Continental  Taxes  fior  New  Jersey.         Though  in  poor  health,  he  was 
elected  a  delegate  from  New  Jersey  to  the  Contlnential  Convention  of 
1787  and  later  signed  the  report  made  to  the  New  Jersey  Legislature 


1»7  the  New  Jersey  delegates. 

On  his  way  Somth  in  1788  to  regain  his  health  he  died 
suddenly  at  Frankfort  Pennsylvania  and  is  buried  in  the  grave  yard 
of  the  Second  Preshyterian  Chureh,  Philadelphia* 
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